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remarks he has made on my book?—they are very far from substan­
tial, yet still better than any other trash that has been written against 
it, nothing of which deserves an answer. 

I have long had thoughts of drawing up something for London like 
St Foix's Rues de Paris,8 and have made some collections.9 I wish you 
would be so good in the course of your reading to mark down any 

passages to that end; as where any great houses of the nobility were 
situated, or in what street any memorable event happened. I fear the 
subject will not furnish much till later times, as our princes kept 
their courts up and down the country in such a vagrant manner. 

I expect M r Gray and M r Mason to pass the day with m e here to­

morrow. W h e n I a m more settled here, I shall put you in mind of 
your promise to bestow more than one day on me. 

I hope the Methodist your neighbour10 does not like his patriarch 
Whitfield encourage the people to forge, murder, etc., in order to 
have the benefit of being converted at the gallows. That arch-rogue 
preached lately a funeral sermon11 on one Gibson hanged for for­
gery,12 and told his audience that he could assure them Gibson was 

to put my intention in practice' (to George 
Nicol [?], 6 July 1790). The ten prints were 
first included in Historic Doubts, Works 
ii. between pp. 166 and 167, on two large 
folding plates. 

7. Hume's observations were first pub­
lished in French as notes (pp. 26-35) to 
Gibbon's review of Historic Doubts (pp. 1-
25) in Memoires litteraires de la Grande 
Bretagne pour Van IJ68, London, 1769. 
H W intemperately replied to H u m e and 
other critics in 'Supplement to the His­
toric Doubts,' which he showed to H u m e 
in MS, but his reply was not published 
until 1798, in Works ii. 185-220. Cf. 'Short 
Notes' for 1769. 
8. Germain Francois Poullain de St Foix 

(1698-1776) was the author of Essais his-
toriques sur Paris, first published in Paris, 
5 vols, 1754-7. The first part contains an 
historical account of the streets of Paris. 
It appears from M S Cat. that H W had 
only one volume of the work, London, 
1755 (G.6.35), which was sold SH iv. 29. He 
slightingly refers to a later edition under 
the title 'Les Anecdotes des rues de Paris' 
in Engravers, Works iv. 8. 
9. H W devoted one section of a M S 

'Book of Materials,' which he began in 

Sept. 1759, to 'Anecdotes of the Streets of 
London and other places,' and in another, 
which he began in 1771, to 'The Streets of 
London.' Both books, formerly in the Wal­
ler Collection, are now in the Folger Li­
brary. 

10. John Berridge. 
11. Apparently nothing further is known 

of this sermon. 
12. James Gibson, an attorney about 45 

years of age, who forged receipts enabling 
him to embezzle more than £900 and was 
hanged at Tyburn 23 March 1768. On the 
morning of his execution he received the 
sacrament from Whitefield in Newgate 
(Whitehall Evening Post 22-4 March 1768). 
It was reported that Whitefield had pre­
viously converted Gibson from Catholicism 
(London Chronicle 24-6 March 1768). For 
an account of the affair, see The London 
Magazine, Ser. I, vol. 35 (1766), pp. 51, 132-
3 and vol. 37 (1768), pp. 53, 164; Gibson's 
own account, The Case of James Gibson, 
Attorney at Law, faithfully and impar­
tially stated, 1768, a pamphlet of 40 pages, 
which is noticed in The London Chronicle 
20-3 Feb. 1768; The Complete Newgate 
Calendar, ed. J. L. Rayner and G. T. Crook, 
privately printed for the Navarre Society, 5 


