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Strawberry Hill must be unwholesome with so much waters all out
about it. I thank you for your catalogue; however, ’tis true there is
nothing fit for me but a body loves to see.

Hamilton always treated the great people of Ireland with contempt
and the Primate, who is the chief personage at the Castle, could never
endure him. Lord Shannon’s son® is going to marry the Speaker’s
daughter, and the Primate, who hates the alliance, has begged to per-
form the ceremony.z I shall not be in town till the beginning of Feb-
ruary, nor the General till after Christmas. Adieu; I most heartily
wish you your health and am most faithfully yours,

G. MonTAGU

My brother presents his compliments.

To MonTAGU, Sunday 20 November 14763

Arlington Street, Nov. 20, 1763.

OU are in the wrong, believe me you are in the wrong to stay

in the country; London never was so entertaining since it had a
steeple or a madhouse. Cowards fight duels;* Secretaries of State turn
Methodists on the Tuesday, and are expelled the playhouse for blas-
phemy on Friday.? I am not turned Methodist, but patriot, and what
is more extraordinary, am not going to have a place. What is more
wonderful still, Lord Hardwicke has made two of his sons resign
their employments.3 I know my letter sounds as enigmatic as Mer-

1. Richard Boyle (1728-1807), styled Vct
Boyle; 2d E. of Shannon, 1764; m. (15 Dec.
1763) Catharine Ponsonby (1747-1827).

2. Archbishop Stone, Lord Shannon, and
Speaker Ponsonby were closely allied as
the chief ‘undertakers,’” the political lead-
ers who carried the government business
through Parliament in return for control
of patronage (see William E. H. Lecky,
History of Ireland in the Eighteenth Cen-
tury, 1892, ii. 54-8). It seems unlikely,
therefore, that Stone should dislike the
match, unless he suspected a combination
against him of the parents of the be-
trothed pair. HW to Hertford 17 Nov.
1763 copies this sentence almost word for
word, but omits the phrase ‘who hates the
alliance.” The original of the letter has not
been seen by any editor since the first one,

John Wilson Croker, but a collation of
Croker’s text of the Zouch correspondence
with the originals shows his deletions con-
fined to the addresses and complimentary
conclusions of the letters and one may per-
haps conclude that this significant deletion
was made by HW.

1. An allusion to Wilkes’s duel with
Martin; see HW to Lord Hertford 17 Nov.
1763.

2. An allusion to Sandwich’s exposure
of Wilkes and expulsion from the Beef-
steak Club, below.

8. Charles resigned as Attorney-General
(ante 12 Nov. 1763), and John resigned
from the Board of Trade (Philip C. Yorke,
Life . . . of . . . Hardwicke, Cambridge,
1918, iii. 474).



