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least of the sight of it. For Froissart, his text will probably be published 

some time or other in a correct manner. I know m y Lady Pomfret13 has 
long employed herself on a translation of him, and as she is much 
versed in English pedigree, the rectification of the blunders in that 
author certainly have been one of her principal views. I was much 

acquainted with her when she was in Italy;14 now she lives entirely out 
of the world and our acquaintance has dropped, but when I go to 
town for the winter, I will ask m y Lord Granville15 about it. 

Before m y first printer left me, I made him print a few copies of a 
little volume, which I shall desire M r Dodsley16 to convey and you, Sir, 
to accept, not for any merit in it, but as one w h o m I have so many rea­
sons to call m y friend—as it contains nothing but of m y own compo­
sition,17 I cannot, do not expect it should be welcome to any but m y 

friends, for w h o m alone it was printed. I a m still too young to expect 
to keep any resolutions; if I could, it would be one I made when I 
printed this volume, not to publish anything more of m y own in m y 
lifetime. I shudder when I think what I have done, and wonder at the 
courage I had—whatever success I had (and I must call it great since it 
procured m e the notice of Sir D. Dalrymple) was much greater than I 
expected or deserved. For the future I think I shall be afraid to stand 
such another fiery trial, and I a m besides determined to employ much 
greater labour and correction on anything that I may wish to have 
appear. The multitude do not deserve to be pleased by those that are 
capable of pleasing them—I am sure I speak not of myself—and those 
that deserve it, deserve to have whatever is offered to them, as perfect 
as an author can make it—These are fine reflections—I wish I may re­
member them! 

Adieu! Sir; be assured you have gained a grateful heart, though I 
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