92 To DALRYMPLE 31 JANUARY 1764

Arlington Street, Jan. gist, 1764.

AM very sorry, Sir, that your obliging corrections of my Anecdotes

of Painting have come so late, that the first volume is actually re-
printed.’ The second shall be the better for them.? I am now publish-
ing the third volume, and another of engravers.s I wish you would be
so kind as to tell me how I may convey them speedily to you: you
waited too long the last time for things that have little merit but nov-
elty. These volumes are of still less worth than the preceding, our
latter painters not compensating by excellence for the charms that
antiquity has bestowed on their antecessors.

I wish I had known in time what heads of Nanteuil you want.¢ There
has been a very valuable sale of Sir Clement Cotterel’s prints,s the im-
pressions most beautiful, and of which Nanteuil made the capital part.
I do not know who particularly collects his works now, but I have
ordered my bookseller Bathoe, who is much versed in those things, to
inquire; and if I hear of any purchaser, Sir, will let you know.

If7 you will be so good as to specify what the letters are, mentioned
by Wilson and Welwood,? I can get information from the Museum,
being much acquainted with Dr Morton 2 one of the librarians. I can-
not now turn to the place; nor to the author that mentions Antonio de

1. The reprinting of Anecdotes, vol. i,
for the second edition, was finished 22 Sept.
1763 (Hazen, SH Bibliography 62). HW be-
gan to reprint the second volume on go
Jan. 1764 and finished all the printing for
the second edition 24 Aug. 1765 (ibid.).

2. Since Dalrymple’s corrections are miss-
ing, it is impossible to say which, if any,
HW incorporated in Anecdotes2. HW's ad-
ditions and corrections were not extensive.

3. Anecdotes, vol. iii, and the Catalogue
of Engravers were published 6 Feb. 1764,
though the title-pages of both volumes are
dated 1763 (Hazen, SH Bibliography g3, 57).

4. See ante 14 April 1761 and post 21
April 1765.

5. The collection of engravings which
had belonged to Sir Clement Cottrell-
Dormer (1686-1758) was sold at auction by
Langford, 19-28 Jan. 1764 (Frits Lugt,
Répertoire des catalogues de ventes pu-
bliques, The Hague, 1938; Daily Adv. 1g-28
Jan. 1764).

6. William Bathoe (d. 1768), bookseller
near Exeter Change in the Strand, 1749-68
(H. R. Plomer et al., A Dictionary of the

Printers and Booksellers . . . 1726 to 1775,
Oxford, 1932, p. 19). He was employed by
HW to sell the Anecdotes of Painting, and
was one of the publishers of The Castle of
Otlranto (Hazen, SH Bibliography 56; idem,
Bibliography of HW 48, 54-5). See also
GRAY i. 27 n. 181.

7. This paragraph is omitted in previous
editions.

8. Arthur Wilson (see ante 18 Jan. 1762,
n. 5), and James Wellwood (1652-1727), au-
thor of Memoirs of the Most Material
Transactions in England for the Last Hun-
dred Years Preceding the Revolution in
1688, 1700.

9. Charles Morton (1716-9g9), M.D.,
under librarian of the BM (1756), and later
principal librarian (1776). He acted as sec-
retary to the trustees, of whom HW was
one, and catalogued the Harleian MSS
which HW frequently used. Doubtless he
helped HW with R&NA and, later, with His-
toric Doubts. His first wife, whom he mar-
ried in 1744, was Mary Berkeley, a niece of
Lady Elizabeth Germain, one of HW’s
favourites in the older generation.



