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Address: To Sir David Dalrymple at Newhailes near Edinburgh.

Postmark: ISLEWORTH.

Strawberry Hill, Oct. 26, 1768.
Sir,
SHOULD have thanked you immediately for your letter, and for
the favour of your Notes on the Statute Law of Scotland,* in which
I find very curious things, and do not doubt but there will be many
more still more valuable to those better acquainted with that law than
I am: but I have been confined these three weeks and more, and still
am laid up with the gout in both feet, which puts it out of my power to
answer several of your questions: as far as my weakness, and my dis-
tance from the means of satisfying your desires will permit, I will give
you the best answers I can, which indeed I foresee will be very trifling.
I have not Andrew Borde’s book,? and only transcribed the heads of
his chapters from an information I received by letter;s I can neither
recollect from whom I had the letter, nor, unable as I am to stir from
my couch, can I now search for it; but I think I have specified all the
notices I was master of.
Mr West# is, I believe, in Warwickshire: when I am able to go to
London, and to go abroad there, I will endeavour to see his miniature

1. A specimen of Notes on the Statute
Law of Scotland, from the First Parliament
of James I to the Accession of James VI was
first published in the Scots Magazine for
May 1768 (xxx. 225-8), with a prefatory
letter wherein Dalrymple announced, ‘My
purpose is to explain uncommon and obso-
lete words, to offer conjectures as to the
import of obscure expressions, to illustrate
law by history, and, as far as may be practi-
cable, to delineate the state of Scotland,
and the manners of the Scottish nation,
during the 15th and 16th centuries. . . . It
is impossible for me to execute it without
the aid of the learned, and of the lovers of
antiquity. By the channel of your maga-
zine, I flatter myself that I may obtain in-
formation and assistance.” The assistance
not appearing, Dalrymple revised the
prefatory letter and addressed himself di-
rectly to the ‘learned’ in a privately-printed

specimen interleaved with blank pages for
corrections and additions. Several copies
are in the National Library of Scotland.
The work was never completed, though
Dalrymple continued all his life to speak of
his plans of publishing it (The Literary
Correspondence of John Pinkerton, 1830,
i. 259-60, 263—4).

2. Andrew Boorde (or Borde) (ca 14go-
1549), physician, and author of The Fyrst
Boke of the Introduction of Knowledge,
?1550 (BM Cat.), one of the chapter head-
ings of which is described and quoted by
HW in Anecdotes, Works iii. 117 n.

3. Not found.

4. James West (ca 1704-72), antiquary,
whose collections of books, coins, pictures,
etc., were sold after his death (CoLe i. goo,
305). His country seat was not in Warwick-
shire, but at Alscot, Glos.



