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From MANN, Sunday 15 October 1741 NS 
Part of the second and fourth paragraphs were printed in Doran i. 30, 31-32. 

Florence, October 15, 1741 NS. 

M y last was of the 8th. 

IH A V E been obliged by this post to answer 94 [Duke of Newcastle]'?, 

letter1 with the whole family's2 entreaties to acquaint them with 
what their advocate 202 [Mr Mann] had heard or could gather about 
2 [Pretender's eldest .sonj's affairs or intentions in general which in 
substance is much the same he told me. H e had wrote to you with the 
addition of one circumstance only that 21 miny [French minister]3 at 
77 [Rome] endeavoured to keep up their spirits with the pleasing 
hopes of the match4 and they say had let drop some expression as if 
little 582 [French army] who lives in a snug lodging5 near 130 [Eng­
land] would employ his utmost endeavours to bring it about at a proper 
time when little expected, which they seem to fix for some time after 
16 [Parliament] comes to town,6 who they say will speak his mind very 
freely and make more bustle than is imagined. These are strange idle 
notions but cannot be got out of their heads, but it seems they really 
flatter themselves that the Girl [Scotland] is in their interest and will 
take the opportunity to throw herself into the arms of her deary whilst 
her brother's own affairs engage all his attention.7 Some people pre­
tend to say that 91 [Great Duke], 49 [Queen of Hungary] was making 
his court to 21 [France]^ whilst he was engaged with 34 [the King] 

1. Probably Couraud's letter from New- bien faire transporter dans ce royaume 
castle's department (see ante 8 Oct. 1741 toutes les troupes irlandaises qui Etaient a 
NS, n. 36). son service, avec les armes et munitions et 

2. The lords justices, who formed the les 20,000 livres sterling qu'on demandait 
regency in George II's absence (ante 22 pour aider les montagnards a se mettre en 
Aug. 1741 NS, n. 11; post 22 Oct. 1741 OS, campagne.' The seven Scots replied from 
n. 28). Edinburgh, 13 March 1741, that they 
3. Tencin. would have 'vingt milles hommes sur pied' 
4. Between France and the English for the Pretender's service (Origins of the 

Jacobites. 'Forty-Five, ed. W . B. Blaikie, Edinburgh, 
5. At Dunkirk (post 2 Dec. 1741 NS). 1916, pp. xxxi-xxxix, Scottish History So-
6. On 10 Sept. OS, Parliament had been ciety, 2d ser. II; Sir James Fergusson, Argyll 

prorogued until 27 Oct., when it was fur- in the Forty-Five, 1951, p. 43). A previous 
ther prorogued until 1 Dec. (Journals of scheme of Fleury's to have Spain finance an 
the House of Commons xxiv. 4-5). invasion of Great Britain by 10,000 Swedish 

7. Early in 1741 Fleury, through Bal- mercenaries was turned down about this 
haldies, assured 'sept seigneurs ê cossais' (the time by the Queen of Spain (Blaikie, op. 
'Associators' who were organizing the rebel- cit. xxxiii-xxxiv). 
lion in Scotland) that Louis X V 'voulait 8. See ante 1 Oct. 1741 NS, n. 35. 


