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From MANN, Sunday 22 April 1742 NS 
The second paragraph, in full, and the first, fourth, fifth, and sixth, in part, 

were printed in Doran i. 57-8. 

Address: To the Honourable Horace Walpole junior Esquire. 

Memoranda: [Printed at the head of post 6 May 1742 OS, to which they refer]. 

Florence, April 22d, 1742. 

M y dear child, 

N O post is as yet come in from France on account of the extreme 
bad weather for some days past, particularly high winds that 

must have retarded the passage from Genoa to Lirici,1 but though I 
have none of yours unanswered (my last being of Tuesday the 18th) 
as I a m alone I a m willing to indulge myself in the great pleasure I 
have in writing to you though I have nothing particular to say, or 
aught to send you that can divert you. All that I can write from hence 
would I a m sure have a different effect, as I know you must be dis­
pleased to know how much people are altered here in so short a time, 
the date of which you will not be at a loss to guess. I must confess to 
you that I never thought myself of consequence enough to believe 
that people looked upon m e so nearly and personally concerned in 
what regards 705 [Sir Robert] as I now every day more and more find 
they do, and those w h o m I should have the least suspected to have at 
all thought of m e in that light or to have concerned themselves in the 
least whether the above person remained in power or not, politics in 
all appearance being so foreign to their purpose, but so powerful is 
malice, envy and slander that it has I think affected those of our most 
private acquaintance at least so far as to make them behave in a very 
different manner to what they used. This has been such a lesson to m e 
that when once I have made myself indifferent to it, which I own I 
cannot bring myself to as yet, I shall think of and behave to them in a 
different manner; that is I a m resolved to live quite to myself, and in 
order to begin I make use of the excuse m y illness has given m e to 
prolong m y staying at home as I am sure of meeting nothing agreeable 
to m e abroad. M r Chute rather encourages m e in this intention. I 
own to you I have no comfort but in his company, and we confirm 
each other in our opinions. I have already in my former letters told 
you the outrageous insolence of 82 [Lady Walpole], 58 [Richecourt] 

1. Lerici, a seaport on the bay of Spezia. 


