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stantly shut and the perspiration hindered, except when she is in bed,
which she takes to much of late to be warm and to show her pretty
apartment. The Prince came to see me when I was ill and the cause
was by De Sad much enlarged upon, so that I do not despair of raising
a flame; otherwise I must totally abstain going there the evenings.

A most unlucky affair has happened to one I interested myself for
by order of Lord Harrin[g]ton, and for whom I had the Great Duke’s
promise a long while ago by Prince Craon that he would show all re-
gard to that recommendation. The person I am speaking of is Marquis
Nomis* whom I believe you knew, whose mothers is Madame Bothmer
of Hanover; this is a sufficient key to the recommendation. He some
time ago very foolishly engaged himself by writing and all the out-
ward functions of a sposo in this country, to marry the eldest Fran-
chini,* and after having exhibited himself with her in this light in all
public places for several months he repented of his folly and in order
to get off, has drawn himself into a much worse scrape if possible (for
they must have starved together). He retired to his regiment at Leg-
horne, hoping to drop his sposa, and though called upon very fre-
quently by her brother,s a young fellow about Nomis’s age, did not
choose to answer any of his letters. The brother, knowing that whilst
he was there, surrounded by his officers nothing was to [be] done,

2. Abate, Cavaliere e Marchese Giorgio
Luigi Nomis (1719-89), son of Benedetto
Nomis, Marchese della Banditella who m.
(1712) Sofia Eleonora Dorotea, Baronessa
di Bothenar (Storia delle famiglie illustri
italiane, Florence, 1888; Parrocchia di S.
Frediano in Cestello, Stati d’anime dell’
anno 1771; Opera del Duomo, Nati maschi
1768-9; Decime granducali, Arroti della co-
munita di Firenze dell’anno 1789, n. 136).
When he was at Florence ca July 1740
his mother wrote to Mann about him
(W. Blair to Mann, Hanover, g Sept. 1740
NS, S.P. 105/281 f. 97). Blair added: ‘I
should be glad to know if you could be of
any service to . . . the Marquis de Nomy
towards his obtaining a commandery. . . .
His mother desired me . . . to beg of you
to recommend him to Prince Craon.’

3. Blair in acknowledging Mann’s letter
of 16 Aug. 1740 NS refers to a letter ‘en-
closed for Madame de Nomis, in answer to
that I troubled you with for her son. She
earnestly desired me to make her compli-

ments to you and to mention that she is
extremely obliged to you for that speedy
answer and for the kind offer of your fu-
ture service’ (ibid.). Presumably she was re-
lated to Johann Caspar, Graf von Bothmar,
Hanoverian prime minister (Genealog. hist.
Nachrichten 1740-1 1st ser. ii. 857-8); Han-
overian minister to Great Britain under
Queen Anne.

4. Agnese Franchini (b. 1724), m. (1750)
Cavaliere Smeraldo Morelli Adimari
(Opera del Duomo, Nati femmine del’anno
1724-5; Libro d’oro, Quartiere di Santa
Croce, xliii, filza 6, 17; Decime granducali,
Arroti del Quartiere di Santa Croce, anno
1766, n. 49).

5. Foresto Franchini (b. 1722), who in
1743 was released from exile in Bologna,
having declared himself satisfied with No-
mis’s excuses; he was alive in 1765 (Archivio
di Stato di Firenze, Nobili di Pistoia, 1X;
filza 36, n. g; Reggenza, filza 754, n. 54;
Segreteria di guerra, aff. n. 5 del 1765).



