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Craon has just been here with Chatelet; the latter is out of humour 
with the prospect of spending his Carnival at Firenzuola, for not one 
of them knows why all this is so. W e shall see what it all ends in—de­
sertion I believe and the increase of Monsieur de Gages' army. 

All the news I have to tell you of your acquaintance is that the sposa 
Panciatici (Corsi) was brought to bed of a son8 t'other day to the great 
joy of her congiunto.0 You know 'tis the custom here to make the 
women presents on such occasions quando si sono portate bene.10 Her 
father Marchese Corsi gave her 100 zecchins," her mother 40 braces12 

of velvet, her own husband for so soon bringing an heir to his family 
80 zecchins,13 and your friend the Cavaliere de Malta Panciatici14 35 
zecchins.15 This latter I think might have been excused, as it is hard 
a man should give his sister-in-law a present for having excluded him 
from all hopes of succession. Young Marquis Corsi16 is declared sposo 
to a daughter17 of the Princess Corsini18 at Rome, for which place he 
was preparing to set out but was prevented by the measles. The Car­
dinal10 made this match when he was this last summer20 in Tuscany. 
There was a violent christening last Friday for the young Panciatici. 
The excessive rains prevented m y going though I was invited. How­
ever all the town went there and was drowned. The Electress alone 
was godmother; as she has no equals, none besides could stand with 
her. 

It is thought the Vernaci will be got out of the mai maritate; her 
husband has presented a memorial to the Regency setting forth that 

8. Niccol6 Panciatichi (1742-1811) (Litta married a Medici in 1749, but he must be 
sub Panciatichi, tav. xv). the Corsi here mentioned because his only 
9. 'Husband' (Bandino Panciatichi). brother was then too young to marry. 
10. 'When they have well brought forth.' 17. Since this marriage did not take 
11. About £50. place, the identity of the daughter is un-
12. Probably an anglicization of the certain. Filippo Corsini's eldest daughters 

Italian'braccio'(a measure of length equal were Maria Vittoria Corsini, m. (1747) 
to nearly 2 English feet) rather than the Livio, Duca di Bracciano-Odescalchi and 
obsolete English 'brace' representing the Maria Teresa Corsini (b. 1732), m. the Duca 
length of the extended arms (OED). di Sermonetta-Gaetano (La Chenaye-Des-

13. About £40. bois vi. 218; Vittorio Spreti, Enciclopedia 
14. Giovanni Gualberto Panciatichi. storico-nobiliare italiana, Milan 1928-36, 
15. About £17 105. iv. 883; Genealog. hist. Nachrichten 1771-2 
16. Marchese Giovanni Corsi (1721-81), 3d ser. xi. 142). 

son of Antonio Corsi; cacciatore mag- 18. Ottavia Strozzi (1709-48), m. (1728) 
giore of the Tuscan Court, 1765 (Libro Principe Filippo Corsini (Genealog. hist. 
d'oro, Quartiere di Santa Croce, n. 21; filza Nachrichten, loc. cit.; Litta sub Strozzi, tav. 

5, n. 22; Funzioni di corte 23 Sept. 1765; xxii). 
Archivio Corsi Salviati of Conte Giulio 19. Neri Maria Corsini. 
Guicciardini Corsi Salviati, filza 59.2.1). He 20. See ante 17 June 1741 NS. 


