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We have no news of our armies in Lombardy. Neither of them will
furnish out a common paragraph. They say the Spaniards will en-
camp; others, that Marshal Traun will certainly advance to drive them
away, but this has been so often said that I won’t believe it till I see
it. Many letters from Vienna say that Prince Lobkowitz is to come into
Italy with 15,000 men,’ and make no mystery to say that he is to march
with them to Naples. Admiral Mathews has been at Genoa, and has
had an interview, which he so much wanted, with Villettes; finding
the latter would not go to Hiéres, he went to Genoa after sending two
couriers to tell #im that Don Phillip was gone back to enter by Nice,
and that he would know what the King of Sardinia would do, and what
he was to do. Villettes, I suppose, told him that he was misinformed,
and that he might go back to Hieres. I had forgot he has made a treaty
with the Republic about the Spanish artillery and ammunition.™ It is
all to be carried to Bonifaccio in Corsica, there to lay in deposit, till
the war in Italy is at an end.

One Montini*s has been executed at Naples (drawn by horses) for
high treason. It is wrote that it plainly appeared in his trial that he
was set on by 130 {England] and 86 [Germany]. Adieu, my dear child;
here’s a letter from Mr Chute—no, he tells me he can’t write; he will
do it next post.’

had their houses ‘washed with water and

14. Which the Spanish xebecs and bark
vinegar; than all which, especially the last,

had brought to Genca (ante 11 June 1743

nothing more proper can be proposed. I
think it not improper likewise to fume
houses with vinegar.” The health regulators
of Venice (1784) recommended ‘fumigation
with aromatics, sprinkling vinegar” (John
Howard, Account of the Principal Lazaret-
tos of Europe, 1789, pp. 43—-4). The Messina
outbreak was milder than other eighteenth-
century ones: at Marseille and Toulon
(where nearly go,000 died), Cyprus (where
70,000 died), or Russia (where some goo,-
0oo perished); Asiatic occurrences were far
more severe (William J. R. Simpson,
Treatise on the Plague, Cambridge, 1905
pp. 34-6). It was not until 1804 that the
plague bacillus was discovered, and its
distribution attributed to rodents, fleas,
etc. (ibid. 7y-225).

13. He arrived 11 Sept. NS, and suc-
ceeded Traun in the command (post 6 Aug.,
17 Sept. 1743 NS).

NS). Mathews had come to Genoa 12 July
NS (see ante 2 July 1743 NS) to tell the
Genoese that he would seize the Spanish
vessels by force unless it was agreed that
the cargo should be stored at Bonifaccio
(H. W. Richmond, Navy in the War of
7739-48, Cambridge, 1920, i. 230-1; Storia
dell’lanno MDCCXLIII, Amsterdam, n.d.,
pp. 227-30). Mathews’s convention with
Genoa, 17 July NS, decreed that the cargo
should go to Corsica in neutral vessels.
The text of the convention is in London
Gazette No. 8244, 26-30 July OS.

15. He is not mentioned in Mann’s or
Stosch’s dispatches, or in Mercure His-
torique or London Gazette.

16. He wrote on 29 July, after tearing
up two previous letters (Chute to HW 29
July 1743 NS).



