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From Mann, Saturday 27 July 1743 NS

Part of the first paragraph was printed in Doran i. 165.

Florence, July 27, 1743 NS.
My dear child,

R CREW'S arrival® with the leases* makes me debtor for two

of your letters of very different dates, of the 4th and 20 of June.
His coming so much slower than the post is the occasion of it; the first
came by him, the latter by the post. My Lady has detained him some
days on pretence of its being necessary she should write and wait for
answers from Leghorne, to know if her bills have been regularly paid,
though she knows full well that so long as she keeps within the allow-
ance prescribed, there can be no difficulty. Now I have mentioned her
Ladyship I must give you an instance of the weight she has over one
who outweighs all the rest of this government. A quack oculist came
here with a letter of recommendation to my good Lady. He practised
much during his stay, and had as great attendance as Taylor in Eng-
land, but performed no one cure except couching,s which he did with
great dexterity. But instead of curing other disorders in the eyes he
has absolutely blinded above fifty people. And yet my Lady induced
some folks to give him a great medal* worth 100 zecchins,s in the name
of the Great Duke, for curing so many of his poor subjects. The medal
was made on purpose; the Great Duke’s head on one side, on the other
his whole person on horseback, entering through his arch.

1. 23 July NS. Mann promptly wrote a
second dispatch of five pages to Newcastle
(S.P. 98/47 ff. 173-5), in addition to one of
six pages by the post (ibid. ff. 166-8) and
one of four pages to Carteret (ibid. ff. 176—
8), since he ‘would not omit to profit of
the opportunity of Mr Crew’s return’ (ibid.
f. 173).

2. Lady Walpole’s.

3. An ophthalmological operation in the
treatment of cataracts, performed with
couching needles. Taylor’s first book, An
Account of the Mechanism of the Eve,
Norwich, 1727, as its sub-title explains was
‘an endeavour to ascertain the true place
of a cataract, and to show the good or ill
consequences of a judicious or injudicious
removal of it.” Taylor’s method of couch-
ing, performed with a plano-convex needle,
is described by George Coats, “The Cheva-

lier Taylor.” Studies in the History of Oph-
thalmology in England, ed. R. R. James,
Cambridge, 1933, pp. 174-5, 194; see also
Robert  James, Medicinal Dictionary,
1743-5, vol. ii sub ‘Cataracta.’

4. No example has been located.

5. About f£xo.

6. ‘The triumphal arch erected to him
without the Porta San Gallo at Florence’
(note by HW on ‘lying arch’ in ‘Inscription
for the Neglected Column in the Place of
St Mark at Florence,” Works i. 18). It was
erected in Dec. 1739 from Jadot's design,
with sculptures by Vincenzio Foggini and
Gaetano Masoni da Settignano, to com-
memorate Francis’s and Maria Theresa’s
official entry into Florence 20 Jan. 1439
NS (Thieme and Becker; Giuseppe Richa,
Notizie istoriche delle chiese fiorentine,
Florence, 175462, i. 266 and illustration;



