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The accounts from Messina? directly, dated the 12 inst., say that 
the plague begins to abate of its violence, and that some w h o have had 
it have recovered. They say, however, that there are not about four 
or five thousand people left; these now are well supplied and well 
taken care of, to which they attribute their curing. It's terrible to 
think that as many have died by hunger as by the illness. The governor 
of the citadel writes word that he has but 50 m e n left of 1,500, which 
his garrison consisted of, and that he lately caused a party to go 
through the streets beating their drums, in order to engage the people 
to come to their windows,10 but that very few appeared; that he had 
caused many houses to be broke open," where whole families were 
found dead. Here will be great danger for a long time, from the diffi­
culty of purifying the houses,12 as it will be impossible to induce the 
people to burn their goods and furniture.13 

M r Chute had got through two pages of a letter by the last post, but 
grew stupid and tore it. I don't expect he will send m e one to go with 
this.14 Crew takes the designs of the Tribune,15 which you wanted to 
make the Gallery complete. Adieu. 

was a former guest and especial favourite NS, provided that with the exception of 
of Mann's (post 17 April 1762). the top floor windows, all windows of 
9. This is the substance of Mann's second houses which have become derelict through 

dispatch to Newcastle 23 July NS (see n. 1 the death of their inhabitants will be 
above). walled up (ibid. 'Bandi' p. 48). 

10. Corsini's edict of 30 June forbade all 13. Changing of residence or removal of 
women and boys under the age of fifteen furniture from any house to another was 
to leave their houses, urging all healthy punishable by a fine of 2,000 scudi besides 
people to remain indoors (Tstruzioni man- further sentences (Sect, xv of 'Regole' of 
date al Senato di Messina,' Francesco Testa, 8 July NS, ibid. 'Bandi' p. 48). 
Relazione istorica della peste che attaccossi 14. Chute did not finish a letter in time 
a Messina nell' anno 1743, Palermo, 1745, to go with this one, but he wrote to H W 
'Bandi'pp. 37-9). on 29 July 1743 NS (see post 29 July 1743 

11. This was expressly forbidden by Sec- NS). 
tion lxxii of the 11 July NS Tstruzioni' 15. The 'Tribuna' of the Uffizi Gallery; 
(ibid. 'Bandi' p. 75). the designs were to complete HW's set of 

12. Section xi of the 'Regole' of 8 July drawings. 


