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dear, I have not courage to think of purchasing an half figure of a very
ugly saint. 1 do not think of Lanfranc that it is considerable enough.
Then so small, it’s certainly dear of 20 pistoles.” I don't believe there
is any danger of its being sold, therefore have resolved to wait your
answer, after you have seen this description of it. Besides, I cannot get
it from Rome without its performing a quarantine; by the time I re-
ceive your answer I hope it will be over. Before you receive this, many
new cardinals will certainly be made. Many couriers are already on the
confines performing quarantine to be ready to proceed with the news
to their different courts.

My Thursday nights are greatly in favour; 48 was the number of
dame. 1 greatly fear something or other may disturb our quiet, and
that the very idea of the Spaniards’ coming may frighten the ladies
away for fear of being caught with an Englishman. Adieu, my dear
child; I have an hundred letters to write still.

Yours ever and ever,
H. M.

To ManN, Monday 29 August 1743 OS
Houghton, Aug. 29, 1743.

OU frighten me about the Spaniards entering Tuscany: it is so

probable, that I have no hopes against it, but in their weakness.
If all the accounts of their weakness and desertion are true, it must be
easy to repel them. If their march to Florence is to keep pace with
Prince Charles’s entering Lorrain, it is not yet near: hitherto he has
not found the passage of the Rhine practicable.r The French have as-
sembled greater armies® to oppose it, than was expected. We are march-
ing to assist him: the King goes on with the army.s I am extremely

14. About f150. 2. ‘Tt’s reported that the French troops
in Upper and Lower Alsace amount to
100,000 men’ (ibid. 16 Aug. OS).

3. ‘The King of Great Britain will this

1. Letters from the Austrian army,
dated 26 Aug. NS, said that ‘Prince Charles

. . had been several times to view the
Rhine in order to find a proper place to
ford it’ (Daily Adv. 27 Aug. OS). Earlier
accounts that ‘both armies had passed the
Rhine’ (ibid. 20 Aug. OS) and that ‘Prince
Charles passed the Rhine as last Saturday
was sennight [24 Aug. NS]’ (ibid. 23 Aug.
OS) proved to be premature.

day with his army arrive at Worms, and
tomorrow will pass within sight of this city
in his way towards Alsace’ (ibid. 27 Aug.
OS sub Mannheim, 28 Aug. NS). The allied
army ‘arrived on the 29th in the neigh-
bourhood of Worms and Richausen” (ibid.
31 Aug. OS), the army ‘assembled at
Lamersheim’ and ‘'general quarters’ were



