To MANN 8 May 1744 OS 441

The French King is at Valenciennes® with Monsieur de Noailles, who
is now looked upon as first minister:9 he is the least dangerous for us
of all.° "Tis affirmed that Cardinal Tencin is disgraced,”” who was
the very worst for us. If he is, we shall at least have no invasion this
summer. Successors of ministers seldom take up the schemes of their
predecessors, especially such as by failing caused their ruin, which I
believe was Tencin’s case at Dunkirk. For a week we heard of the affair
at Villafranca in a worse light than was true: it certainly turns out ill
for both sides: though the French have had such bloody loss, I cannot
but think they will carry their point, and force their passage into
Italy.

We have no domestic news, but Lord Lovel’s being created'2 Earl of
Leicester, on an old promise which my father had obtained for him.r
Earl Berkeley is married to Miss Drax,“ a very pretty maid of honour
to the Princess;’s and the Viscount Fitzwilliam® to Sir Matthew

lish and Hanoverians, opposed it. ‘A tout
moment ces messieurs changent, et en
vérité je crois qu’ils ont peur, car jamais je
n’ai vu des gens plus indécis qu'eux’
(Prince Charles to his brother, 5 May NS,
Arneth ii. $87-8, 546; see also J.-L.-A.
Colin, ‘Campagnes du Maréchal de Saxe,’
Revue d’histoire rédigée a I'Etat-Major de
U'Armée, section historique, March 19o2, v.
526-36; Sir J. W. Fortescue, History of the
British Army, 1910-30, ii. 104-7).

8. Louis XV ‘was expected the goth [NS]
at Valenciennes’ (Daily Adv. 27 April OS).
He left Versailles ‘pour la Flandre’ 3 May
NS at g:15 A.M. (Luynes, Mémoires V. 410).

g. Since Amelot had been ordered to re-
sign, 27 April NS (ibid. v. 404-5; E.-J.-F.
Barbier, Chronique de la Régence et du
régne de Louis XV, 1866, iii. 508-9; Daily
Adv. 2 May OS).

10. Noailles’ mémoire of 10 Feb. NS
(Correspondance de Louis XV et . . . de
Noailles, ed. Rousset, 1869, ii. 75-123) had
advised Louis XV against declaring war on
the Allies, whose military superiority he
recognized; he urged peace ‘par la voie la
plus prompte, la plus sare et la plus hono-
rable,” and warned against ‘aucune enter-
prise qui puisse mettre & la conciliation
des obstacles trop difficiles a surmonter’
(ibid. ii. 89). To break up the Anglo-Dutch
alliance, he urged Louis XV to encourage
‘les divisions qui regnent en Angleterre et

en Hollande, afin de rendre aux gouverne-
ments de ces deux nations la poursuite de
la guerre plus difficile et plus embarras-
sante’ (ibid. ii. 122).

11. Tencin did not accompany Louis XV
to Flanders as did the other members of
the "conseil d’état’ (Luynes, op. cit. v. 417
sub 5 May NS). The Daily Adv. 7 May OS
reported that ‘Cardinal Tencin is fallen
into disgrace, and was preparing to set out
for Lyons.’

12. On g May 1744 OS.

13. The peerage was expected by Coke
as early as 26 Jan. 1730 (Hist. MSS Comm.,
Egmont Diary, 1920-3, i. 10).

14. Elizabeth Drax (ca 1720-92), m. (1)
(7 May 1744) Augustus Berkeley, 4th E. of
Berkeley; m. (2) (1757) Robert Nugent, cr.
(1767) Bn and (1776) E. Nugent. HW called
her ‘charming Berkeley Proserpine’ in ‘The
Beauties,” and identified her in a footnote
as ‘the daughter of Henry Drax, Esq., some-
time maid of honour to the Princess of
Wales, and now [1746] the wife of Au-
gustus Earl of Berkeley’ (HW’s MS Poems,
P- 155)-

15 Augusta, Princess of Wales, to whom
Elizabeth Drax became maid of honour ca
17 Jan. 1744 OS (Daily Adv. 17 Jan. OS).

16. Richard Fitzwilliam (1711-76), 6th
Vet Fitzwilliam, 1743, m. (3 May OS)
Catherine Decker (d. 1786).



