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Decker's17 eldest daughter; but these are people I a m sure you don't 
know. 

There is to be a great ball18 tomorrow at the Duchess of Richmond's 
for m y Lady Carteret: the Prince is to be there. Carteret's court pay 
her the highest honours, which she receives with the highest state. I 
have seen her but once, and found her just what I expected, tres grande 
dame; full of herself, and yet not with an air of happiness. She looks ill 
and is grown lean, but is still the finest figure in the world. The 
mother19 is not so exalted as I expected; I fancy Carteret has kept his 
resolution, and does not marry her too. 

M y Lord does not talk of going out of town yet; I don't propose to 
be at Houghton till August. Adieu! 

From M A N N , Tuesday 19 May 1744 NS 
Dated by M a n n in his third sentence below. 

My dear child, 

AFTER having been deprived of yours and all letters from England 
^ for more than three weeks I received one packet1 from the office 

with the declaration of war a fortnight after it had been sent here by 
Pucci, and public in all the foreign gazettes. In this packet was your 
dear letter of the 2d of April. Pray take notice that I a m writing on the 
19 of May. There must be some terrible mistake in the route they are 
sent by.2 You don't tell m e if you receive mine. I a m very constant, for 
except last post that I was accable with letters I have omitted none for 
a long time, though I can't guess from any paragraph in yours whether 
they get to you. I have always of late, nay for above a year, wrote 
through Holland. I receive letters from M r Trevor3 regularly, and all 

17. Sir Matthew Decker (ca 1679-1749), 1. On 19 May NS Mann acknowledged 
cr. (1716) Bt; one of the directors of the the receipt of George II's declaration of 
East India Company (ante 13 Jan. 1743 OS, war and Newcastle's letter of 3 April OS, 
n. 10). together with the King's speech and the 

18. It did not take place, because Lady addresses of both Houses (S.P. 98/48 f. 145; 
Caroline secretly married Fox, 3 May OS, 105/283 ff. 172-6). 
and eloped with him on 8 May (post 29 2. They were sent through 'Mr Van 
May 1744 OS). On 9 May, the day of the Heck' at Leyden (Mann to Newcastle 12 
ball, 'their Graces the Duke and Duchess May NS, S.P. 98/48 f. 142; post 10 Nov. 
of Richmond set out from their house in 1745 NS, n. 1). 
Privy Garden for their seat at Goodwood 3. Robert Trevor, one of Mann's regular 
in Sussex' (Daily Adv. 10 May OS). correspondents. 

19. Lady Pomfret. 


