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quarrel, than sup quietly at eight o’clock with my grandmother.
There is another of these tame geniuses, a Mr Akinside,® who writes
odes; in one he has lately published, he says, ‘Light the tapers, urge
the fire.’* Had not you rather make gods jostle in the dark, than light
the candles for fear they should break their heads? One Russel,s a
mimic, has a puppet show to ridicule operas; I hear, very dull: not to
mention its being twenty years too late, it consists of three acts, with
foolish Italian songs burlesqued in Italian!

There is a very good quarrel on foot between two Duchesses: she
of Queensberry sent to invite Lady Emily Lenox3? to a ball: her Grace
of Richmond, who is wonderfully cautious since Lady Caroline’s
elopement,3 sent word, ‘she could not determine.” The other sent
again the same night: the same answer. The Queensberry then sent
word, that she had made up her company, and desired to be excused
from having Lady Emily’s; but at the bottom of the card, wrote, too
great a trust. You know how mad she is, and how capable of such a
stroke. There is no declaration of war come out from the other
Duchess; but I believe it will be made a national quarrel of the whole
illegitimate royal family.3+

It is the present fashion to make conundrums: there are books of
them printed, and produced at all assemblies: they are full silly
enough to be made a fashion. I will tell you the three most renowned:
why is my Lord Granville like a fumbler? Because he is half in and
half out.ss Why is my Uncle Horace like two people conversing?
Because he is both Teller and Auditor.ss This was Winnington’s. Why
is my Lady Sandys like a man in armour? Because she carries a cuirass:
i.e., queer-arse.y

Welll 1 had almost forgot to tell you a most extraordinary im-
pertinence of your Florentine Marquis Riccardi. About three weeks

29. Mark Akenside (1721-70). 19, 26 March OS), is described by Charlotte

30. ‘Haste, light the tapers, urge the
fire
And bid the joyless day retire’

(Akenside, Ode VI, ‘Hymn to Cheerful-
ness,’ lines g—4.)

31. He died ca 1745 in Fleet Prison,
after confinement for debt at Newgate. For
a ‘few months’ he produced ‘Italian opera

. exhibited by puppets . . . carried on
by subscription, in as grand a manner as
possible.” His puppet show, advertised as
‘subscription entertainment at Mr Hick-
ford’s Room in Brewer Street’ (Daily Adv.

Charke, Narrative of . . . [her] Life, 1755,
pp. 177-84 (information kindly supplied
by Mr G. V. Speaight).

32. Second daughter of Charles Duke of
Richmond (HW).

33. With Henry Fox.

34. The Duke of Richmond was the son
of Charles II's illegitimate son.

85. This conundrum has not previously
been printed.

36. Of the Exchequer.

37. This conundrum has not previously
been printed.



