To MANN 24 JunE 1945 OS 63

Don’t mistake!—not for her person, which is wondrous plain and
little: the town says it is for her friend Miss Granville,”® one of the
maids of honour—but at least yet, that is only scandal. She is a fair
red-haired girl, scarce pretty; daughter of the poet Lord Lansdown.
Lady Berkeley® is lady of the Bedchamber, and a Miss Lawson,? maid
of honour. Miss Neville,”* a charming beauty, and daughter of the
pretty unfortunate Lady Abergavenny,” is named for the next
vacancy.

I was scarce settled in my joy for the Spaniards’ having taken the
opposite route to Tuscany, when I heard of Mr Chute’s leaving you.
I long to have no reason to be uneasy about you! I am obliged to you
for the gesse figures, and beg you will send me the bill in your first
letter. Rysbrach has perfectly mended the Ganymede and the model,=
which to me seemed irrecoverably smashed: it is out of all proportion
long.

I have just been giving a recommendatory letter* for you to Mr
Hobart; he is no particular friend of mine, but is Norfolk, and in the
world; so you will be civil to him. He is of the Damon kind,> and not
one of whom you will make a Chute: Madame Suares may make some-
thing of him. Adieu!

18. See ante 22 April 1742 OS.

19. Elizabeth, Countess of Berkeley.

20. Elizabeth Lawson (d. 1759) (John
Chamberlayne, Magne Britannie Notitia,
1755, ‘General List’ p. 259; 6M 17509, XxiX.
146; London Magazine, 1759, xxviii. 164).

21. Hon. Catherina Nevill (1%28-262)
(Chamberlayne, loc. cit.; Collins, Peerage,
1812, v. 171; oM 1762, xxxii. 448; London
Magazine, 1962, xxxi. 567; Court and City
Register, 1764, p. 101; 1772, p. 91). She
succeeded Miss Boscawen as maid of
honour in 1746 (Daily Adv. 19 July 1746
0S).

22. Katharine Tatton (d. 1729), m. (1)
(1724) Edward Nevill, 15th Bn Aber-
gavenny, 1723; m. (2) (1725) William Nevill,

16th Bn Abergavenny, 1y24. After her
death, her second husband won f£10,000
damages in an action for crim. con. against
‘Richard Lyddel, Esq., her Lord’s intimate
friend.’

2. The model for the statue of Livia
for the cenotaph of HW's mother in West-
minster Abbey; it and the copy of the
statue of Ganymede had reached HW in
damaged condition (ante 4 Jan. 1745 OS).

24. Ante June 1745 OS.

25. Probably ‘a swain’ such as the Damon
in Virgil’s eighth eclogue: Mann will not
find him intelligent enough to be another
Chute but Mme Suares may make him one
of her gallant admirers.



