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dor to Constantinople, and would soon set out. This, I own, surprised
me, though on reflecting, that seems a proper place for him both to
indulge his natural indolence on a sofa,s* and at other times his pas-
sion for horses.

I have nothing comfortable to send you of public news. Tortona is
besieged with great vigour, and has received considerable damage by
the hot balls which have set fire to some of their works. The King of
Sardinia is preparing to give the enemies battle, which in all proba-
bility will not be deferred many days. He has let the siege go on, to
lessen their numbers, both by the cannon from the citadel, and deser-
tion, which has been and continues vastly great. He was in hopes too,
of our fleet making a diversion on the coasts of Genoa, but we hear
nothing of Villettes or the fleet. The squadron now on those coasts
lets everything pass into Genoa, which would be starved if proper
dispositions were made to prevent it. I write continually about it.
They answer me they do all they can, but I don’t believe them, and it
makes me mad to hear everybody, both friends and enemies, abuse us
on this account, and laugh at our dominion of the seas. The captains
are too rich with prizes already taken, to run the risk of being killed
for artillery and ammunition.

Adieu, I am ever yours,
H. M.

PS. 12 at night. An officer is just passed by with the melancholy
news that Tortona had surrendered;s we don’t [know] why, or on
what conditions.’® I have just received an answer from Mr Chute to
the reasons you gave against buying the eagle. He desires me to tell
you that he does not approve of them, but is doing his best to get it as
cheap as he can, for which purpose he waits the return of a little Eng-
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