450

they don’t please,” though so excessively good: I say so confidently, for
Mr Chute agrees with me: he says, for the Epistle to Arthur Grey,*?
scarce any woman could have written it, and no man; for a man who
had had experience enough to paint such sentiments so well, would
not have had warmth enough left. Do you know anything of Lady
Mary? Her adventurer son® is come into Parliament, but has not
opened. Adieu! my dear child! Nous nous reverrons un jour!

To MANN 24 NoveEMBER 1747 OS

From ManN, Tuesday 19 December 1744 NS
Parts of the third, fourth, and fifth paragraphs were printed in Doran i. 270-1.

Florence, December 19, 1747 NS.

My dear child,

INTENDED to make you a dolce rimprovero* by the last post, but
could not foresee that I should be obliged to dine that day? with

11. Gray wrote to HW, ca Jan. 1748, ‘we
here are owls enough to think her eclogues
very bad’ (GRrAY ii. §8).

12. An Epistle from Arthur Grey the
Footman, after his Condemnation for At-
tempting a Rape, 1 Oct. 1721, on Mrs Mur-
ray, for which he was tried at the Old
Bailey, sentenced, and transported (Lady
Mary Wortley Montagu, Letters, ed.
W. Moy Thomas, [1861], i. g7-8, 460 n. 2).
The epistle is printed ibid ii. 478-8o.

13. Edward Wortley Montagu, after a
variety of adventures in various characters,
was taken up at Paris with Mr Taaffe, an-
other member of Parliament, and impris-
oned in Fort I'fvéque, for cheating and
robbing a Jew (HW). Theobald Taaffe (b.
before 1705, d. after 1977) was M.P. Arun-
del 1747-54 (Members of Parliament 104;
Letters to and from Madame du Deffand
and Julie de Lespinasse, ed. W. H. Smith,
New Haven, 1933, pp. xiii-xiv). He and
Montagu in 1751 were accused by Abraham
Payba, alias James Roberts, of cheating
him at cards and robbing him when he
refused to pay. HW thought that they were
imprisoned in Fort I'Evéque, a debtors’
prison in the Rue Saint-Germain-I'Auxer-
rois, but actually Montagu alone seems to
have been imprisoned, and in the Chatelet
instead of Fort I'Evéque (post 22 Nov. 1751
OS; MoNTAGU 1. 126, n. 4, 129, n. 30; DU
DEFFAND iv. 134, . 3).

14. Edward Wortley-Montagu jr was
elected M.P. for Huntingdon County, 18
July OS (ante 5 June 1747 OS, n. g). ‘Lord
Sandwich is come down to secure his inter-
est. . . . He is pretty bold in his undertak-
ings, for upon some quarrel he has with his
brother Captain Montague he determined
to drop him though the gentlemen had
agreed to choose him for the county, and
to bring in Mr Wortley a relation of his,
who has not a foot of land in the county
nor any relations to it. How this proposi-
tion will go down at the meeting next Sat-
urday at Huntingdon I know not’ (Bishop
Thomas to Edward Weston, 20 June 1747,
now wsL, misdated 1 Jan. in Hist. MSS
Comm. Report X, Appendix 1, 1885, p.
296). Wortley-Montagu’s father (in a letter
of 6 Nov. OS now owned by Mr Robert
Halsband) promised Sandwich to put up
Capt. William Montagu as M.P.; the elder
Wortley-Montagu’s letter of 22 March 1748
OS (in the same collection) may imply
that Sandwich received money for bringing
in young Wortley-Montagu for Hunting-
don County. William Montagu, however,
did not become M.P. until 1752 (Members
of Parliament g8).

1. ‘Sweet reproof.’
2. 12 Dec. NS, the birthday of Prince
Charles of Lorraine,



