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to convey all the tables and chairs and conveniencies5 that he trails 
along with him, and which he seems to think don't grow out of Eng­
land. I don't know how he proposes to lug them through Holland 
and Germany,6 though any objections, that the map can make to his 
progress, don't count, for he is literally so ignorant, that when one 
goes to take leave of him, he asks your commands into the north, con­
cluding that Hanover is north of Great Britain, because it is in the 
northern province, which he has just taken: you will scarce believe 
this, but upon m y honour it is true. 
The preliminaries wait the accession of Spain,7 before they can 

ripen into peace. Niccolini goes to Aix-la-Chapelle,8 and will be much 

disappointed, if his advice is not asked there: he talks of being at 
Florence in October.9 

Sir William Stanhope has just given a great ball to Lady Caroline 
Petersham, to w h o m he takes extremely, since his daughter10 married 
herself to M r Ellis; and as the Petershams are relations, they propose 
to be his heirs. The Chuteheds agreed with me, that the house," 
which is most magnificently furnished, all the ornaments designed by 
Kent, and the whole festino put us more in mind of Florence, than 
anything we had seen here. There was silver12 pharaoh and whisk for 
the ladies that did not dance, deep basset13 and quinze14 for the men; 
the supper very fine. 

Fubbs yacht, Capt. Limborner, to be con­
voyed by a man of war, Capt. Roddon . . . 
which ships had been waiting for his Grace 

since Sunday [5 June OS].' 
5. 'The D[uke] of Newcastle] has a serv­

ice of gold plate, always in pawn, unless 
when fetched out on extraordinary dinners 
and occasions. It was carried with him on 
his first journey to Hanover, and being 
landed on its return in Yorkshire, a party 
of dragoons were sent to convey it to town' 
(HW's MS Political Papers, f. 63). 
6. T hope to be at The Hague Thurs­

day or Friday sennight [9-10 June OS]. I 
shall stay there but two days, and then 
proceed to the Army, where I depend upon 
meeting you and Mr Bentinck. . . . When 
we have the honour to be with the Duke 
[of Cumberland] I propose to settle . . . 
all the depending points relating to things 
and persons' (Newcastle to Sandwich 31 

May OS, B M Add. MSS 32812, f. 265). 

7. Spain and Genoa signed on 28 June 
(Sir Richard Lodge, Studies in Eighteenth-
Century Diplomacy, 1930, p. 359). 
8. After two months in Holland, Nicco­

lini set out on 28 Aug. for Aix-la-Chapelle 
(Gisbert Brom, 'De H. Stoel en de Klerezy 
in 1748,' Archief voor de Geschiedenis van 
het Aartsbisdom Utrecht, 1912, xxxviii. 
261). 
9. While iii Germany, he was banished 

from Florence (see post 2 Dec. 1748 OS), 
and lived in exile until 1750. 

10. Elizabeth Stanhope (d. 1761) m. (18 
Nov. 1747) Welbore Ellis, cr. (1794) Bn 
Mendip. 

11. In Dover Street (Court and City 
Register, 1748, p. 64). 

12. 'Played for stakes in silver coin' (OED 
which quotes this passage). 

13. 'An obsolete game at cards, resem­
bling faro, first played at Venice' (ibid.). 

14. 'A card game depending on chance, 


