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are extremely alert, one cannot say against their enemies, for they now
have none; neither can one say they have any hatred to their effects. A
different motive makes them seize all that falls in their way, both of
quondam foes as well as friends, and exert the most cruel hostilities.
You cannot conceive how people talk of us!

We have the famous Mrs Morehead here, whom I must pass off for
a dame of condition, since she has passed in Lorrain and France for
such. I found her here likewise on that foot, but some ill-natured
people have whispered her story, and I wish it does not make an éclat.
She dines here tomorrow with all the rest. The impression I sent you's
was a Homer bought lately by Gavi for 50 zecchins. Stosh says he
would give him 150 for it, but I rather think it is to pay his court to
that great man, who has no thoughts of selling it. Adieu! I am sorry
to abandon all hopes of success in my affair!

From MANN, Tuesday 23 July 1748 NS

An exceedingly inaccurate condensation of the last paragraph was printed in
Doran i. 279-81.

Florence, July 23d 1748 NS.
My dear child,

OU know I never reproach you for not writing. I only tell you
how much pleasure your letters always give me. This I cannot
conceal, though I would not have you take it as an insinuation that I
wish to be gratified oftener than is perfectly convenient with your
though most people here are of opinion

that . . . they should cease in six weeks’
(Mann to Newcastle 17 June NS, BM Add.

Clear instructions were not sent to Byng
until Spain and Genoa had acceded to the
preliminaries on 28 June NS. On 11 July

MSS 32812, f. 294). The proclamation con-
tained a mistranslation of a clause in the
pertinent Article § of the Treaty of Paris
(ante 29 April 1748 OS, n. 21); Bedford set
out to tell Byng that though ‘naval opera-
tions in the Mediterranean were not sus-
pended till after . . . three months, yet
he should . . confine himself for the
last six weeks . . . to operations purely
naval’ (Bedford to Sandwich 23 June
0OS, Bedford Corr. i. 382). Newcastle
forced Bedford to revise this misinterpre-
tation, but even the revision did not limit
Byng to 6 weeks’ naval operations (ibid.).

NS, George II told Newcastle to notify
Byng ‘not to commit any more hostilities
against the subjects of France, Spain, and
Genoa’ (Daily Adv. 20 July OS). Mann on
6 Aug. NS, acknowledging Bedford’s note
of 28 June OS, writes that Hervey had just
reached Leghorn with Byng's orders to
cease hostilities and to restore the effects
captured after the first six weeks (S.P. 98/
56 f. 187). Byng’s fleet was ordered home
12 July OS (H. W. Richmond, Navy in the
War of 173948, Cambridge, 1920, iii. 17%).

13. See ante g April 1748 NS.

14. About £25.



