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From CoLg, Thursday 18 February 1779

VA, Forster MS 110, f. 212. CoLE’s copy, Add MS 5826, f. 168v.
Address: The Honourable Horace Walpole in Arlington Street, Piccadilly,
London. Postmark: Cambridge [19?] FE.

Dear Sir, Milton, Feb. 18, 1779. Thursday.

LAST night received by the Cambridge fly your most ingenious

and acceptable present.’ I devoured it with impatience, and may
truly pronounce what Bishop Warburton on another, similar, occa-
sion said, “The question is now decided forever.” The editor of the
Miscellanies must be thunderstruck on reading your masterly pref-
ace to the narrative, and the irony upon his ‘honest simplicity™ is
beyond praise: we shall have no other edition of Rowley. Mr Lort
and Dr Glynn, both violent Rowleyists, but somehow divided about
their collections’ concerning him, must be struck dumb, though the
most noisy and clamorous about him. To Dr Glynn I shall send your
book, and if he is not convinced of the nonentity of Rowley, God
help him. I shall then rank him among the incurables: hitherto I
have only considered him as a patient of the first ward. I am glad
the man abused you, for the pleasure you have given me in his con-
futation.

I am, Sir,

Your most faithful and obliged servant,

Wwnm CoLE

From CoLE, Tuesday 2 March 1749

VA, Forster MS 110, . 213. CoLE’s copy, Add MS 5826, ff. 166, 170v.
Address: The Honourable Horace Walpole, Arlington Street, Piccadilly,
London. [Essex conveyed the letter to HW; see below.]

Dear Sir, Milton, March 2, 1779.

ESTERDAY Mr Essex came and drank tea here, and informed

me of his going to town tomorrow, and intention of calling
upon you. I seized the opportunity it gave me of thanking you for
1. HW's Letter to the Editor of the Mis-  of the title-page: ‘Sent to me by Mr Wal-

cellanies of Thomas Chatterton. Cole’s  pole, February 14, 1779. Wm Cole.’
copy is now wsL. He wrote on the verso 2. ‘. . . there is such honest simplicity



