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only game he knows, though he played at far all ’amore* only. I
never saw anybody more smitten, but the Vernacci*? was as insensible
as he was timorous, though she must have much more sense than
she has to guess even that he has a liking for her. Count Richecourt
shows him royal honours, goes to his coach door to meet him, and
always waits upon him to it, and at the English inn,’s where he is
lodged, attends two or three hours in his antechamber, whilst under
the pretence of a cold he laid in bed to read the Memoirs of a
Woman of Pleasure,*+ which Stosch lent him. I don’t pretend that
this [is] any return for your charming letter, but had I more to write,
the courier would not wait for it.
I am ever yours,

H.M.

From MaNN, Friday 22 May 1750 NS
Part of the fourth paragraph was printed in Doran i. 304.

May 22d 1750.

F it has rained but half as much in England as it has in this little

spot of Tuscany for above a month past, and still continues, one
may suppose that people are recovered from the apprehension of
return of the earthquake, since the wise declared that rain was as
necessary a remedy for the earth in its quakings as the bark in a fever.
I should be glad to know how they account for it, but fancy if one
was to ask them the question that they would be as much at a loss as
Gallilei* was when a countryman asked him what the moon was made
of, which he solved by asking the countryman in his turn what the
earth was made of. ‘Oh, la terra e fatta di terra’ ‘Dunque, said
Gallilei, ‘la luna e fatta di luna’ with which solution the contadino?

11. ‘Making love.

12, Presumably Mme del
(ante ii. 112, n. 8).

13. Probably John Collins’s (ante i. 78,
n. %), or perhaps Scully’s lodging-house
(ante i. 450, n. g). Hadfield became an
inn-keeper at Florence in the 1750’
(post 25 Oct. 1768).

14. Fanny Hill, or the Memoirs of a

Vernaccia

Woman of Pleasure, by John Cleland
(1709-89). The first part appeared in
1748; the entire book ‘complete in one
pocket volume’ was advertised as pub-
lished ‘this day’ in Daily Adv. 6 March
1750 OS.

1. Galileo Galilei (1564-1642).
2. ‘Yokel.



