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I have received a box with some books from England. I thank you
for those from your printing-house and for the choice of those
which you bid my brother purchase. I have read with pleasure Mr
Spence’s good-natured book*! of the two extraordinary men, Maglia-
bechi** and Hill.s I hope it has answered his intentions with regard
to the latter.’+ I was vastly pleased with Mr Bentley’s's and its pref-
ace; and though I am persuaded that all the world must be con-
vinced of the reasonableness of the proposal, yet I dare not hope that
it can be adopted. Such rational prejudices cannot be removed at
once.

The King of Spain is not dead, and it is now determined that the
King of Naples will go by sea; though the interview¢ that has been
so much talked of was never approved of by him. Neither was he

pleased with the publicity with which it was proposed.

Adieu, my dear Sir. I am ever yours,

H. M.

To MANN, Thursday 10 May 1759

Strawberry Hill, May 10, 1759.

HE laurels we began to plant in Guardeloupe, don’t thrive—
We have taken half the island and despair of the other half
which we are gone to take.* General Hobson is dead? and many of

11. A Parallel in the Manner of Plutarch
between a Most Celebrated Man of Flor-
ence; and One, Scarce Ever Heard of, in
England, by Joseph Spence, printed 1758
at SH, and published 2 Feb. 1759 (Hazen
SH Bibl. 44).

12. Antonio Magliabechi (1633-1714),
librarian and author (Enciclopedia itali-
ana).

13. Robert Hill (1699-147%), a tailor of
Birmingham for whose benefit the book
was published.

14. That it was successful in helping
Hill is shown by the list of Hill's bene-
factors appended to Dodsley’s edition of the
Parallel, in Fugitive Pieces on Various Sub-
jects, 1761, ii. [359~62].

15. Reflections on the Different Ideas of

the French and English, in Regard to
Cruelty, published 22 Nov. 1758 by Ton-
son. ‘It was designed to promote a bill (that
I meditated) of perpetual insolvency. I
wrote the dedication’ (‘Short Notes,” GRaY
i. 29-30).

16. With Louis XV,

1. The Spy sloop from Guadeloupe
brought news that Maj.-Gen. Barrington
‘now become commander-in-chief, finding
that nothing more could be done on the
side of the island called Basseterre, em-
barked the 6th of March . .. to another
part called Grand Terre with intention
to reduce it. . . . The English are now in
possession of all the forts and . . . sea-



