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more than I dare lay out. But I will tell you what I have done; 
Deard,2 one of the first jewellers and toymen here, has undertaken 
to make a watch and chain, enamelled according to a pattern I have 
chosen of the newest kind, for 100 guineas, with two seals for 16 
more; and he has engaged that if this is not approved, he will keep 
it himself; but to this I must have an immediate answer. H e will 
put his own name to it, as a warrant to the goodness of the work; 
and then, except the name of Ellicot or Gray, your friend will have 
as good a watch as he can desire. I take for granted, <at> farthest 
that I can have an answer by the fifteenth of July; and then there 
will be time I trust to convey it to you: I suppose by sea, for unless 
a fortunate messenger should be going a point nomme, you may 
imagine that a traveller would not arrive there in any time. M y 
dear Sir, you know how happy I a m to do anything you desire, and 
I shall pique myself on your credit in this, but your friend has ex­
pected what, altogether, it is almost impossible to perform—what 
can be done, shall be. 

There is not a syllable of news—if there was, I should not confine 
myself solely to the commission. Some of our captains in the East 
Indies have behaved very ill;3 if there is an invasion,* which I don't 
believe there will, I a m glad they were not here. Adieu! 

2. (?) John Deards (d. 1761), toyman and 
goldsmith at 'the corner of Dover Street, 
Piccadilly' (GM 1761, xxxi. 285; London 
Magazine 1761, xxix. 332; London Chroni­
cle 16-18 June 1761, ix. 583), or William 
Deards (fl. 1740-77) toyman and jeweller 
'at The Star, the end of Pall Mall near St. 
James' Haymarket' (Sir Ambrose Heal, 
London Tradesmen's Cards, 1925, p. 49). 
3. 'Elizabeth in Madrass Road, July 3 

[1758]. The captain of the Weymouth is 
dismissed from the command, and the 
captain of the Cumberland has lost one 
year's rank as post captain; the captain of 
the Newcastle is now on his trial. Had 
M r Pocock been properly supported, he 
would most probably have gained a com­
plete and glorious victory, for the French 
soldiers were then on board' (London 
Chronicle 5-7 June, v. 435). This miscon­
duct occurred, 29 April 1758, at the Battle 
of Ft St David (ibid.), when these ships 
failed to aid the rest of the fleet; at the 
court martial in June, George Legge (Capt.* 
1756) of the Newcastle was cashiered; 

Nicholas Vincent (Capt., 1748) was dis­
missed from the Weymouth but later re­
stored, and became Rear-Adm., 1779; Vice-
Adm., 1787; Adm., 1794; William Brereton 
(Capt., 1758) of the Cumberland lost one 
year's rank (ibid. 7-g June, v. 450, sub 
Madras, 22 June; Robert Beatson, Naval 
and Military Memoirs, 1804, ii. g5~g, 102; 
John Charnock, Biographia navalis, 1794-
8, iv. 385-9, vi. 93-5, 186-7, 298-300). 
4. The London Chronicle 24-6 May, v. 

402 mentions flat-bottomed boats 'in all 
the dock-yards in Normandy ... to be 
ready to launch by the 10th or 12 th of 
June.' A list of the ships assembling at 
Brest is ibid. v. 442. Choiseul's letter of 
30 May (quoted in B M Add. MSS 32891, f. 
369) gives details of the expedition under 
Aiguillon to Scotland, proposed for early 
June, and of the plan for Conflans' con­
voying fleet to return to Dunkirk for the 
embarkation of '50,000 hommes que nous 
destinons a l'expedition d'Angleterre.' Pos­
sible Swedish aid is mentioned in Choi­
seul's letter of 7 June (ibid. ff. 461-6). 


