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From M A N N , Saturday 9 June 1759 

Part of the first paragraph was printed in Doran ii. 30-31. 

Florence, June 9, 1759. 

M y dear Sir, 

I A M more concerned than disappointed to see by your letter of 

the 10th May that the laurels we had begun to plant at Guada-
loupe don't thrive, though we may expect to hear by the account of 
our heroes that (as at Martenico) after all the difficulties had been 
removed, they found it necessary to abandon their conquest. The 
gentle reader is frequently at a loss to guess at the reasons why so 
much courage should fail. I hope that facts will speak for them, 
and if it be true that M r Moore's squadron is gone1 to fight M. 
Bompart's2 at Martinico, that he may be able to send some such ac­
count as Admiral Watson3 formerly wrote from Vigo: 'I have sunk, 
burned, and destroyed all the ships in this harbour, and am your 
humble servant.' Admiral Boscawen is cruising off Toulon with a 
fleet so superior to that which the French can fit out there, that I 
fear they will not give him an opportunity of adding laurels of the 
Medeterrenean growth to those he gathered in America. The French 
were greatly alarmed on his arrival, and are fortifying themselves 
everywhere against a descent, and will not be persuaded that he has 
not a large body of troops hidden in his ships for that purpose. They 
make no mystery of those which they design to embark for a descent 
on our coasts. The preparations are really formidable, and unless 
you remove m y fears, I own that I shall tremble. A letter was read 
a few days ago at Marshal Botta's in m y presence, giving an account 

Yorke at The Hague, however, considered lon, 1762; Lt-Gen. (naval), 1764 (Diction-
this an attempt 'to intimidate us and to naire de biographie frangaise, 1933- , vi. 
prevent our employing our forces abroad,' 893-4). 
and so did the intelligence report from 3. Sir George Walton (1665-1739). Kt, 
France (ibid. ff. 135, 347-8). 1721; Adm., 1734. He allegedly wrote to 

Adm. Byng (later Lord Torrington) from 
1. This did not occur; Moore returned on board the 'Canterbury, off Syracuse, 

to England, and Bompar to Brest, with- August 16 1718': 'We have taken and de-
out a battle (Georges Lacour-Gayet, La stroyed all the Spanish ships and vessels 
Marine militaire de la France sous . . . which were upon the coast. The number as 
Louis XV, 1902, p. 368). per margin. I am, etc' (GM 1739, ix. 605-6). 

2. Maximin (d. 1773), Comte de Bom- Actually, this was merely part of a long 
par, governor of the 'lies Sous-le-Vent' in letter (W. L. Clowes, Royal Navy, 1897-
the West Indies, 1750; commander at Tou- 1903, iii. 36, n. 1). 


