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To Mann, Sunday 8 July 1759

Strawberry Hill, July 8th 1759.

HIS will be the most indecisive of all letters: I don’t write to
Ttell you that the French are not landed at Deal,* as was believed
yesterday. An officer arrived post in the middle of the night who
saw them disembark. The King was called up; my Lord Ligonier
buckled on his armour. Nothing else was talked of in the streets:
yet there was no panic. Before noon it was known that the invasion
was a few Dutch hoys. The day before, it was triumph. Rodney was
known to be before Havre-de-Grice: with two bomb-ketches? he set
the town on fire in different places,s and had brought up four more
to act, nothwithstanding a very smart fire from the forts; which
however will probably force him to retire,# without burning the
flat-bottomed boats, which are believed out of his reach.s The ex-
press® came from him on Wednesday morning; this is Sunday noon,
and I don’t know that farther intelligence is arrived.” I am sorry

1. Commodore Boys at Deal pursued
two suspected vessels, upon which ‘a
subaltern officer quartered at Deal . ..
sent away in great haste to General Bosca-
wen, who commanded in Dover Castle,
to know what he was to do . . . for that
the French boats were in sight, the cruis-
ers were in chase, and the Commodore
was gone on board.” Boscawen thereupon
sent an express to the secretary at war
(6M 1759, xxix. g42 sub 7 July).

2. He had four (Daily Adv. g July).

8. ‘Yesterday about g o’clock P.M. 1
anchored . . . in the road of Havre, and
immediately gave orders for placing the
bomb vessels in a proper place to destroy
the enemy flat-bottomed boats and their
magazines, stores, etc., that were in the
town of Havre’ (Rodney to Clevland 4
July 1759, BM Add. MSS 32892, f. 408).
“The bombs . .. continued to bombard
for fifty-two hours without intermission,
and with such success that the town was
several times in flames, and their maga-
zines of stores for the flat-bottom boats
burned with very great fury for upwards
of six hours’ (Rodney’s second letter of
6 July, ibid. f. 476). A list of damaged
houses is given in C. Hippeau, Gouverne-
ment de Normandie, Caen, 18639, i pt i.

370-8; total loss was estimated at 532,000
livres.

4. Not because of the enemy’s fire,
which Rodney admitted was ‘pretty brisk,”
but ‘from the mortars and bomb beds
being rendered unserviceable’ (BM Add.
MSS 32892, ff. 409, 477). He informed the
Admiralty 6 July, ‘I shall forthwith pro-
ceed . . . to Spithead, taking care to leave
a proper number of ships to cruise off this
port, with orders to stop all materials that
may be useful towards their finishing the
flat-bottom boats’ (ibid. f. 477). He sailed
7 July, according to Hippeau, op. cit. i
pt i. 369.

5. The Daily Adv. 5 July reported: ‘He
had burned about go of the flat-bottomed
boats that lay in the harbour and several
others that were upon the stocks. Ac-
cording to Rodney’s letter of 6 July (ibid.
ff. 476-7), ‘many of the boats were over-
turned and damaged by the explosion of
the shells’; most of them, however, were
‘far from being completed; great numbers
of them being only in their first frames.’
See also Hippeau, op. cit. i pt i. §68.

6. *‘The express came away Wednesday
evening [4 July],’ arriving 6 July in Lon-
don (London Chronicle 5~7 July, vi. 23).

7. Rodney’s second letter of 6 July ar-
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