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for this sort of war; not only for the sufferers; but I don't like the 

precedent, in case the French should land. I think they will scarce 

venture, for besides the force at land, we have a mighty chain of 
fleet and frigates8 along the coast. There is great animosity to them, 

and few can expect to return. 
Our part of the war in Germany seems at an end: Prince Ferdi­

nand is retiring* and has all the advantage of that part of great 
generalship, a retreat. From America we expect the greatest things; 

our force there by land and sea is vast10—I hope we shall not be to 
buy England back by restoring the North Indies! I will gladly give 
them all the hundred thousand acres that may fall to m y share on 
the Ohio for m y twenty acres here. Truly I don't like having them 
endangered for the limits of Virginia! 

I wait impatiently for your last orders for the watch—if the worst 
comes to the worst I can convey it to you by some French officer. 

The weather is sultry; this country never looked prettier— I hope 
our enemies will not have the heart to spoil it! It would be much dis­
appointment to me, who a m going to make great additions11 to m y 
castle; a gallery, a round tower, and a cabinet,12 that is to have all the 
air of a Catholic chapel—bar consecration! 

Adieu! I will tell you more soon, or I hope, no more. 

rived the next day (post 28 July 1759, n. 

8. 'Lord Anson is taking all possible 
methods . . . by . . . fitting out small 
ships, and taking into pay privateers and 
colliers, and fitting up transports for to be 
employed as frigates upon this occasion' 
(Newcastle to Hardwicke 27 June, B M 
Add. MSS 32892, f. 256). 
g. 'Prince Ferdinand has been obliged 

to retreat, to be sure, for want of num­
bers. He will ... go further back to save 
the Electorate, and he is in the right for 
so doing, if he dares not risk a battle' 
(Newcastle to Yorke 26 June, B M Add. 
MSS 32892, f. 230). He withdrew from 
Biiren, through Lippstadt to Rietberg 
19-20 June, declining battle near Pader­
born, and from Rietberg (29 June) 
through Osnabriick (8 July) to the Weser 
(14 July), to meet Contades's and Brog­
lie's drive on Hanover (Ferdinand to 
Holdernesse 21 June, to Miinchhausen 8 
July, ibid. ff. 286, 468; Daily Adv. 25 June, 

2, 4, 25 July). 

10. Holmes and Saunders had sailed for 
America 14 Feb. with some 20 ships of the 
line besides transports, and Durell had 14 
ships of the line at Louisbourg. Of these 
8,600 effectives and 22 ships of the line and 
119 sail were employed by Wolfe and 
Saunders against Quebec (Pitt to Amherst 
2g Dec. 1758; Saunders to Pitt, 1 May, 6 
June i75g, Holmes to Pitt 2 March 1759, 
William Pitt, Correspondence, ed. Kimball, 
New York, 1906, i. 433, ii. 51, g3, 115-16; 
Jeffery Amherst, Journal, ed. Webster, To­
ronto, 1931, p. 327; Francis Parkman, 
Montcalm and Wolfe, Boston, i8gg, ii. 454; 
Newcastle's 'Memorandums for the King 
July 6th, 1759,' B M Add. MSS 32892, f. 445; 
London Chronicle 13-15 Feb., v. 154). 

11. The Round Tower and Great 
Cloister were finished in 1761 but the 
Gallery and Cabinet (later called the 
Tribune) were not completed until 1763 
(W. S. Lewis, 'Genesis of SH,' Metropoli­
tan Museum Studies, v pt i. 1934, p. 76). 

12. See illustration. 


