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guese in Rome that he took upon himself the danger of suspending 
his and their departure till his Court was informed of the disposition 

the Pope was in to give him all the satisfaction that he had a right 
to demand. Thus everything is to remain till the return of the 

courier that was dispatched with the Pope's answer to the marriage 
letter and an account of all that had been done. Cardinal Corsini, 

who knows how to treat Popes, talked very roundly to his present 
Holiness, who wept bitterly and owned che era stato tradito,21 a con­
fession which does more honour to his sincerity than to his infalli­
bility. The Jesuits, who had begun to rejoice in the rupture between 
R o m e and Portugal, are now as much afraid that an accommodation 
must turn to their great prejudice. The Pope who has protected them 
hitherto is too weak, and the mediator22 is not their friend. 

Marshal Botta was on a sudden sent for to Vienna;23 neither he 
or anybody here knows why. T he Lorrain cabal are in hopes that 
his insufficiency will produce his disgrace, but who is to discover 
it there. Neither do I believe he was chosen for his parts. 

I a m vastly obliged to you for your disposition to bring the 
Sophia's business to some conclusion. 

The Pretender is so well recovered that he may live till the fall 
of the leaf, and if he chooses till the spring. It would be indiscreet 
to hold out any longer after the enormous expense that has been 
made for his funeral. 24 giants in gold to stand round his corpse! 
It was to exceed anything of the kind that has been seen: triumphal 
arches for his entry into heaven, etc. etc., and then his wife, who is 
continually piddling at miracles, is to be declared a saint. Pray give 
the enclosed to Stosch. 

Yours ever, 

H. M. 

Pray desire Stosch to let you pay him for some burgundy that he 
has sent me. I this instant receive a letter from him from Paris, and 
have only had time to acknowledge it by a scrap of paper. 

21. 'That he had been betrayed.' 
22. Corsini. 
23. By the Emperor, 'to repair' to Vi­

enna "with as much expedition as might 
be consistent with his health'; he has 
'carried with him . . . various plans for 
the better regulation of this government 

and . . . for making an addition to both 
the councils of Regency and that of the 
finances.' He left 4 July, and told Mann 
'that he expected to be back again by the 
beginning of October' (Mann to Pitt 5 
July, S.P. g8/67 f. gi; Botta to Mann 1 
July, ibid. 105/313 f. 142). 


