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From MANN, Tuesday 15 July 1760 

Part of the first paragraph was printed in Doran ii. 61-2. Mann's 'Letter-

Books' (S.P. 105/293 f. 46): 'July 15th. T o M r Walpole. 

Florence, July 15th 1760. 

Y O U must not be surprised that in cabals such as the Jesuits 
can raise, every day should produce a change, at least till their 

ascendant is fixed. I told you in m y last that Cardinal Corsini had 
scolded the Pope into a compliance with what he had proposed in 
order to prevent a rupture with Portugal, and had himself been 
appointed to treat with the Portuguese minister for the future in­
stead of Cardinal Torriggiani, with w h o m the King of Portugal had 
personal reason to be offended. N o sooner was this announced by 
Monsieur Almada's second edict, and that he had suspended his 
departure from Rome, than Cardinal Torriggiani, animated by the 
Jesuits' party and by the fear of losing the large pension which it 
is said he receives from them, hastened to the Pope to complain of 
the affront His Holiness had put upon him to exclude him from 
the functions of his employment, representing the danger there was 
to put his affairs into the hands of such a Jansenist as Cardinal 
Corsini, and that his own dignity ought not to suffer him to yield 
on this occasion. The Pope, intimidated by him, as he had before 
been by Corsini, denied1 that he had given the latter any positive 
commission, saying that he had only desired him to try what he 
could do to bring about an accommodation, not having any inten­
tion totally to exclude him. Torriggiani, having gained so much, 
had little difficulty to bring the Pope to the point he aimed at and 
had prepared for, which was, if he did not trust to him, to call a 
congregation2 of cardinals to consult and advise him what to do. 
This was immediately executed, and the majority as soon decided 
that it was inconsistent with the Pope's dignity not only to yield 
a jot, but even to treat at all whilst Almada was in Rome. Corsini, 
being informed that this opinion had been approved of, hastened3 

in his turn to the Pope, and in very strong terms reproached him 
with having retracted his word. The Pope, half denying that he had 
at first given him a positive commission and not knowing what to 

1. 5 July (Pastor, Geschichte der Papste, 2. 5 July (ibid.). 
xvi pt i. 587). 3. The same evening (ibid.). 


