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without parties is soon a nation without curiosity. You may now 
judge how little your situation is likely to be affected. I finish; I 
think I feel ashamed of tapping the events of a new reign, of which 
probably I shall not see half. If I was not unwilling to balk your 
curiosity, I should break m y pen, as the great officers do their white 
wands, over the grave of the old King. Adieu! 

PS. I think this will be a lucky event for the sale of Stosch's 
cabinet.15 

From M A N N , Saturday 1 November 1760 

Part of the first paragraph was printed in Doran ii. 68-9, part of the third in 

ii. 71 and all of the fifth in ii. 70. 

Florence, November 1st 1760. 

S I N C E the departure of m y letter of this day fortnight, I have 
received yours of October 5th, by which I learned that Montreal 

was taken. For though it was accompanied by a letter from the office 
and the extraordinary Gazette,1 the preference which I always give 
to yours made m e indebted to you for the knowledge of that acquisi­
tion, though you left the particulars to them. These I read with an 
audible voice to a crowd of English who were come in upon the 
arrival of the post, and each testified his joy in a manner most suita­
ble to his character. I own that there was one who broke out into 
so boisterous an huzza that it startled the Marshal, though he lives 
in the Craon Palace which you know is at the other end of the town.3 

It was equivalent to his horns, which spread a victory in an instant. 
H e was afraid to blow them that day, though the same post brought 
them an account of the taking of Berlin,3 lest, as he is much sus­
pected to be a Prussian in his heart, his rejoicings should be inter­
preted for us. H e did venture to say that he was sure that the sending 
such a m a n as a Leichtenstein,* preceded by twelve postilions, to an-

15. Because the new king, George III, 
was a collector (post 1 Nov. 1760 bis). 

1. Of 6 Oct., sent by Robert Wood, en­
closed in his letter to Mann of 6 Oct. (S.P. 
105/313 f- 254; ante 5 Oct. 1760, n. 2). 

2. In the Via della Colonna near the 
SS. Annunziata (ante i. 36, n. 1). 
3. 10 Oct. (ante 20 Oct. 1760, n. 7). 
4. 8 Oct., with an Austrian corps ac­

companied by a trumpeter (Genealog. hist. 
Nachrichten 1761-2 2d ser. xii. 748). He 


