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monarch to keep a footings in Pomerania, where every inch is worth 

more than as many leagues of his uninhabited Siberia or Tartary. 
W e have now here a Count Munich,4 whose grandfather,* father,6 

and mother/ and many relations were banished thither by the late 

Empress, and he says that he has some hopes that they have all been 
sent for. He waits with impatience for a confirmation of the news in 
order to go post to Petersburgh to embrace them there. Now if they 
and some later state exiles return, one should expect to hear that 
Woronsow8 had been sent thither in their place. Bestuchef9 and he 
could never live free together. W e have been told that the new Czar 
has notified his accession to the throne to the King of Prussia,10 and 
that the latter made great rejoicings11 in his army on that account, 

3. On the contrary, Peter III ordered 
'his . . . armies to advance no further into 
the territories of his Prussian Majesty, and 
to desist from all hostilities' (Keith to 
Mitchell, St Petersburg, 8 Jan., B M Add. 
MSS 32934, f. 84). Furthermore, 'he had 
sent orders to General Count Czernichew 
. . . to declare to General Loudon [the 
Austrian general], that he had the Em­
peror's orders, not to co-operate with him 
farther in any military measure, and to 
abstain from all hostilities against the 
Prussians' (Keith to Bute ig/30 Jan., loc. 
cit.). 
4. Johann Gottlieb von Miinnich, or his 

younger brother Ernst Gustav (d. 1812), 
Maj.-Gen. in the Russian army (Genea­
logisches Taschenbuch der deutschen 
grdflichen Hduser, Gotha, 1842, xv. 363). 
5. Burchard Christoph, Graf von Miin­

nich (ante ii. 53, n. 34). Peter III recalled 
him, and restored him to his military 
rank. 'The famous Count Munich and his 
son are on the road from Siberia' (London 
Chronicle 18-20 March, xi. 270, sub 'Pe­
tersburg, February 5'). He returned, 4 
May (Mercure historique, 1762, clii. 5g5; 
London Chronicle 4-6 May, xi. 428). 

6. Ernst, Graf von Miinnich; later head 
steward of the Household to Catherine II 
of Russia (Allgemeine deutsche biogra­

phie, Leipzig, i875-igi2, xxiii. 21). 
7. Dorothea von Mengden m. Ernst, 

Graf von Miinnich; she and her husband 
had been in exile at Wologda (Genealog. 
hist. Nachrichten 1768-g 3d ser. viii. 321-2; 
1771-2 3d ser. xi. 25g). 
8. Vorontosov, the Russian chancellor 

(ante iii. 184, n. g). According to Mercy 
(Austrian envoy at St Petersburg), Voront­

sov had been assured by Peter III of con­
tinuing as chancellor in the new reign; so 
that 'hope for the recall of former Chan­
cellor Bestoucheff appears to have van­
ished' (to Kaunitz 10 Jan. NS, Sbornik 
imperatorskago russkago istoricheskago 

obshchestva, 1876, xviii. 12). 
g. Count Alexei Petrovich Bestuzhev-

Ryumin (i6g3~i768), grand chancellor of 
Russia i744~5g, banished in April i75g 
(Novyi entsiklopedicheskii slovar', St Peters­
burg, i8go-igo4, vi. 2g3~5; R. N. Bain in 
Encyclopedia Britannica, 14th edn). H e 
was recalled from exile (post 31 July 1762 
bis) by Catherine II. 

10. Gudowitz, Peter Ill's aide-de-camp, 
handed the notice to Finckenstein, Fred­
erick II's secretary of state, at Magdeburg, 
27 Jan.; it reached Frederick II at Breslau 
on the 31st (Frederick II to Finckenstein 
31 Jan., Politische Correspondenz xxi. 
211-12). Peter III at first wanted to notify 
Frederick II directly, but was told by 
Vorontsov that this 'might create a sensa­
tion and make an odious impression on 
all the allies' (Mercy to Kaunitz 10, 18 
Jan. NS, Sbornik xviii. 30, 38-g). 

11. Not mentioned in Frederick II's 
letters. He celebrated the Czarina's death 
(news of which reached him ig Jan.) by 
writing 22 Jan. to Knyphausen and Mi­
chell at London: 'L'Imperatrice de Russie 
est morte. Morta la bestia, morto il veneno 
[veleno, poison]' (Politische Correspondenz 
xxi. igo, ig2). 


