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though the same artillery was to be made use of against them to
prevent the fall of Stettin. These are contradictions which even the
politeness of the age cannot account for. The Spaniards in their
wrath are more sincere. They abuse and call names as heroes of
old used to do, and even threaten more than they are able to per-
form. The Spanish war has produced no event as yet worth record-
ing, but it has been whispered by a man of war,z lately arrived at
Leghorne from Gibraltar, that Sir Charles Saunders was meditating
a coup d’éclat against Cadiz,”s and that he only waited for his
bombs*+ and his fire-ships, that were preparing at Gibraltar, to go
and burn the ships in that harbour.’s Everything is quiet at Naples,
and Sir James Gray seems persuaded that it will remain so.*¢ Sir
Richard Lyttelton was not so well persuaded of this, and is removed
to Rome,” where the Graftons have been some time. I wrote'8 to the
Duke with some letters I had received for him, and had a view of
inquiring whether your letter®d had reached the Duchess, but he
did not answer my letter. I won’t forget, however, to inquire about

it when any opportunity offers.

Our old Marshal Botta is dying.2c He has been the most innocent

12. The Kennington, which arrived 22
Feb. at Leghorn in 23 days from Gibraltar
(Mann to Egremont 27 Feb., S.P. 105/293
f. 149).

13. He informed Clevland of his plan
as early as 22 Dec., and until his departure
continued gathering intelligence ‘in regard
to the situation of the Spanish ships at
Cadiz, and other circumstances relative to
attacking them in or about the Pontals’
(Saunders to Clevland ‘on board the
Neptune in Gibraltar Bay’ 8 Jan., BM
Add. MSS 32933, f. 132). He left Gibraltar
20 Jan. with 16 ships of the line, 3
frigates, and 4 fire-ships, and in his letter
to Clevland, dated ‘off Cadiz, 21st January
1762, he added in a postscript: ‘I have
looked into Cadiz, and find the Spanish
ships of war are still in the Pontals, ex-
cept one, that is in the bay’ (ibid. ff.
434-5)-

14. The ‘Infernal, Fire Drake and Fur-
nace bombs and their tenders from Belle-
Isle’ arrived 16 Jan. at Gibraltar, but ap-
parently did not accompany Saunders to
Cadiz; they are not in Saunders’s list of 23
ships forming his squadron (ibid.).

15. John Moutray, commander of the

Thetis, of Saunders’s Cadiz squadron, who
called at Leghorn 12 March, ‘brought ad-
vice that the Spaniards had disarmed all
the ships of war that were in the bay of
Cadiz, and had sent them into the Carrac-
cas, fearing that Sir Charles Saunders
might make an attempt to destroy them’
(Mann to Egremont 13 March, S.P. ¢8/68
f. 31).

16). ‘I see no reason to alter my opinion
about the intentions of this Court . ..
they cannot be considered as concerned
in the present dispute with Spain, nor as
partners to the treaty ... unless called
upon to contribute their quota, which,
they seem here persuaded, will never hap-
pen’ (Sir James Gray to Mann, Naples, g
Feb., S.P. 105/314 f. 58).

17. He was still there, 14 April (his
letter to Pitt, Chatham Corr. ii. 172).

18. 9 Feb. through Barazzi (Mann's
‘Letter-Books,” S.P. 105/293 f. 147).

19. Of 12 Sept.

20. Of a ‘pleuritic fever . .. attended
with very dangerous symptoms.’ (Mann to
Egremont 20 Feb., S.P. 105/293 f. 147).
‘Marshal Botta is grown so much worse,
that his physicians totally despair of his



