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to fight with, now they have declared war, for they will have diffi-
culty to get at us, if it be true that they have disarmed their ships
at Cales,? as I told you in my last upon the authority of a man of war,3
though even that is contradicted here, as all the other good news
that we had received of the Czar’s disposition to help the King of
Prussia out of the difficulties he finds himself in, and to make peace+
among them. The last letters from Viennas and the Bologna gazette,
which next to an anonymous letter from Frankfort is of great au-
thority here, say that it is all false, and that the Czar will fight the
Empress Queen’s cause with as much vigour as his aunt did.

I am sorry to see how much our friend Bunbury exposes himself.
I always observed him to be extremely suffisant, but I did not think
it was permitted to trifle as he has done with the House of Commons.
My Lord Tavistock told me of some strange instances of his chicken
oratory before he left England. Matrimony, I hope, will cool this
rage of making a figure there till he is better prepared for it. I am
really grieved for Lord Pembroke and for all the distress which the
unhappy and guilty step that he has taken has occasioned. I was very
intimate with him, and we now and then continued to write to each
other. I had heard much of the amiable figure and qualities of Lady
Pembroke, whom I most heartily pity. Is it true, what I saw in the
last newspaper, that the guilty couple was discovered on board a
Dutch ship, and that she was carried back to her parents? Should

2. Apparently not; ‘il se trouve actuelle-  Florence the account of the Czar’s decla-

ment i Cadix 14 vaisseaux de ligne . . .
tous préts a mettre a la voile,” (Mercure
historique, March 1762, clii. 272). ‘L’esca-
dre de Cadix sera enti¢rement armée dans
peu de jours’ (ibid. April 1762, clii. 374).

8. The Thetis. Mann wrote to George
Pitt, 15 March (MS at Welbeck Abbey):
‘A few days ago his Majesty’s ship the
Thetis arrived at Leghorne in twenty-
seven days from Gibraltar, the commander
of which brought an account that the
Spaniards had disarmed all their ships
at Cadiz and had sent them into the Ca-
raccas, to secure them from an attempt
which they apprehended Sir Charles Saun-
ders might make to burn them.

4. Mann had apparently not as yet seen
the Russian declaration of 23 Feb. NS
(text in &M 1762, xxxii. 108), to which
Richard Phelps referred in his letter from
Turin, 26 March: ‘Have you received at

ration given the 23 of last month at Pe-
tersburgh to the ambassadors of Vienna,
France, and Sweden? He gives them to
understand that in order to settle the
peace of Germany, he shall begin by giving
up to the King of Prussia all the conquests
the Russians have made upon him, and
that he hopes his example will be followed
by all his allies. This news you may de-
pend upon’ (S.P. 105/314 f. 100.). Mann
writes to George Pitt, 5 April (MS at Wel-
beck Abbey) of news from Vienna ‘by
yesterday’s post’ of reactions to the Czar’s
declaration.

5. ‘Vienna, Feb. 3. According to the ad-
vices the Empress Queen continues to
receive from Petersburg it is thought that
no alteration will be made by Peter the
Third in the treaty of alliance which sub-
sisted between the two Courts in the late
Empress’s reign’ (Daily Adv. 22 Feb.).



