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got his passport to go through France, and will soon be with him. 
But perhaps he won't believe that his friend can leave Parma, where 
he has been waiting all this while for a passport to shorten his 
journey of a fortnight at most. I shall be impatient to hear who suc­
ceeds Lord Egremont: you may easily guess whom 1 2 I would name. 

To MANN, Tuesday 13 April 1762 

Arlington Street, April 13th 1762. 

I A M two letters in your debt, without much capital to pay them. 

This twilight between Parliament and the campaign is not 
favourable for news. The Houses are not prorogued1 indeed, but 
the end of a session always languishes, and we actually are ad­
journed2 for the holidays, and what is more, for Newmarket.3 All 
that was reported of the Czar, proves true; but is of consequence 
only to the King of Prussia; even the conquest of Martinico has 
not advanced the peace. The other Empress must die too, I believe, 
before her rage will subside. Portugal cries out for help,4 and our 
troops are going thither;5 but I don't think that every Spanish 

12. 'My private letters mention ... it 
was supposed that Lord Melcombe would 
succeed him as secretary of state' (Mann 
to Phelps 12 April, B M MSS Stowe 257, 
f. 28; ante 22 March 1762). 

1. Parliament was not prorogued until 
2 June (Journals of the House of Com­

mons xxix. 352). 
2. From 8 April to 20 April (ibid. xxix. 

302). 
3. The Duke of Devonshire planned to 

set out 11 April and to take with him 
some official correspondence 'in order to 
show them at Newmarket,' suggesting that 
several members of the administration 
were already there (Devonshire to New­
castle 10 April, B M Add. MSS 32937, f. 21). 

4. O n 8 April, Mello, the Portuguese 
envoy in London, presented a memorial 
(copy in B M Add. MSS 32936, ff. 434-7), 
asking for a subsidy for 31,400 troops 
which Portugal had mobilized against the 
Spanish invasion, and at the same time 
transmitted a copy of the Portuguese reply 

to the Franco-Spanish declaration of 16 
March (ante 27 March 1762, n. 1). The 
news of Portugal's refusal to enter 'into 
the offensive league' against England, had 
already reached London 6 April in Hay's 
'most secret' dispatch to Egremont of 22 
March (extract in B M Add. MSS 32936, ff. 

23-4)-
5. Mello was informed 13 April by 

Egremont that the arms and tents for the 
troops had already gone, that 'on a donne 
ordre a deux regiments d'Irlande [Arm­
strong's and Blayney's] de s'embarquer a 
Corke'; that 'on travaille sans relache aux 
vaisseaux de transport pour le regiment 
de cavalerie legere, en meme temps qu'on 
prepare ceux qui doivent transporter 
quatre regiments d'infanterie, et deux 
compagnies du Regiment Royal d'Artille-
rie . . . le tout devant s'embarquer au 
plutot dans les differents ports' (BM Add. 
MSS 32937, ff. 58-9; London Chronicle 
10-13, 22-4 April, xi. 349, 390). A list of 
troops 'to be embarked by the last of this 
month for Portugal' is ibid. 13-15 April, 
xi. 358. 


