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heartily glad Mr Mackinsy is your friend; he is a man of strict
honour, and will be so if he professes it. I do not know what to ad-
vise about Naples. You know I always repeat my father’s maxim,
Quieta non movere.+ Besides, should you like it? After so many years,
would you care to tap a new world, a new set of acquaintance? But
I am a bad counsellor: my aversion to embarking in new scenes,
not early in one’s life, is, I find it, particular: few think themselves
so old as I do at five and forty; nor would I give myself for a rule
to any man else. My bidding adieu to the world already (I do not
mean by a formal retreat of which one always grows tired, and which
one makes a silly figure by quitting again) is not a part for every-
body, for I never had any ambition, and though much love for fame,
I very near despise that as much too now. Youth is the only real
season for joy, but cannot, nor surely should, be pushed a moment
beyond its term—but this is moralizing! If Mr Mackinsy could
send you to Naples, he can keep you at Florence. Continue to secure
him. Try to be useful to the King in his love of virtu. I counselled
this from the first minute of his reign. If you choose to try for
Naples, I cannot dissuade it; nor can the solicitation hurt you
whether it succeed or not. Whatever you wish, I wish heartily. T
have long made myself of too little consequence to contribute any-
thing to my friends but wishes. Adieu!l my dear Sir.

PS. It is very true, I had the gesse of my mother’s statue, but as I
told you, it is so rotten and crumbling that I want another.

From ManN, Saturday 2 December 1762

Part of the third paragraph was printed in Doran ii. g7.

Florence, December 25th 1762,
OU judged very right of my impatience to hear from you after
the meeting® of Parliament, and of my expectation to receive
great news in consequence of it, as everything that had preceded it
seemed to announce an opposition that might produce the most seri-
ous consequences. I heartily wish that the odd combination that
suspended the effects of it in the House of Commons may give

4. See ante 28 Jan. 1754. 1. 25 Nov.



