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Count Woronzow, the Great Chancellor of Russia, is supposed to
travel into Italy a second time3 for the same reason,* very different
indeed from that which removed him and his handsome wife from
Petersbourg some years ago. The Empress Elizabeth was then appre-
hensive of the distinction which her unhappy neveu showed for
that pretty relation of hers.s This Great Chancellor has been an-
nounced to all the King’s ministers and consuls in Italy by Lord
Halifax¢ with orders to show him all possible marks of respect, and
to contribute by everything that depends upon them to make his
stay agreeable in the place where each resides. Everyone has pre-
pared for the reception of the Duke of York, whom we suppose de-
tained by contrary winds. I have made the best dispositions for the
honour I expect that could depend upon me, and I flatter myself
that without exceeding the limits proper for me, he will find all the
conveniences he can desire. In the meantime we are expecting Lord
and Lady Spencer,” who are by this time at Bologna, and many other
English of great rank are on the road hither. Lady Spencer found
so much benefit by Spa that, if she is amused here, she may safely
defer her journey to Naples. Lord Fordwich, who now stays to pay
his court to the Duke of York, will do all he can to entertain his
half-brother.® We have a burletta which they say is good. A slight
cold has furnished me with an excuse for not paying my court to
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winter at Paris’ (London Chronicle 20-3
Aug., xiv. 180).

3. For his previous visit in 1745 see
ante iii. 184.

4. Halifax’s instructions to Mann state
that ‘Count Woronzow’ was ‘intending to
spend some time in Italy for his health,’
etc. (S.P. 105/315 f. 234). The Vorontsovs
and their daughter (Countess Strogonov)
left St Petersburg 17 Aug. (Bérenger to
Praslin, 22 Aug., Sbornik imperatorskago
russkago istoricheskago obshchestva, 1912,
clx. 221); arriving at Berlin 29 Sept., and
Venice 20 Nov. (London Gazette No.
10357, 15-18 Oct.; London Chronicle 13-
15 Dec., xiv. 560).

5. The Countess Vorontsov's paternal
aunt was Catherine I of Russia, the Czar-
ina Elizabeth’s mother (Isenburg, Stamm-
tafeln ii. taf. 100; Genealog. hist. Nach-
richten 17757 3d ser. xiv. 785).

6. His instructions to Mann, dated
Whitehall, 13 Sept. (S.P. 105/315 f. 234,

105/293 ff. 265-6) told Mann to ‘offer him
every service in your power, and that
during the stay he shall make at Florence
you do show his Excellency all suitable
marks of respect and attention, exerting
your utmost endeavours to make his resi-
dence there as agreeable as possible.” The
original draft of these instructions to
George Pitt, at Turin, with a marginal
note, ‘like letter to Consul Hollford at
Genoa, Consul Dick at Leghorn, Sir H.
Mann at Florence, Mr Changuion at
Naples, Mr Murray at Venice,’ is in the
Weston Papers, now wsL.

7. The Spencers left England in June,
and set out for Florence from Turin, 28
Sept. (London Chronicle 2—-5 July, xiv. 14;
Dutens to Mann 28 Sept., S.P. 105/315 f.
260).

8. Lord Spencer was Lady Cowper’s son
by her first marriage; Lord Fordwich by
her second.



