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our Marshal on the Emperor's birthday, so that I have not been at 

the theatre yet. But we have too many English here and a Duke of 
Bracanza0 of a bastard branch of Portugal and who takes much to 
the English, to make it possible for m e to defer going among them 
and entertaining them any longer. 

Yours ever, 

H. M. 

To MANN, Monday 17 October 1763 

Strawberry Hill, Oct. 17, 1763. 

I D O N ' T know how long it is since I wrote to you—I fear a great 

while; but I think m y fidelity to you as a correspondent is so 
proved, that you may be sure not an incident worthy of a paragraph 
has happened when you do not hear from me. The very newspapers 
have subsisted only on the price of stocks, horse races,1 the arrival 
of the good ship Charming Nancy,2 and such anecdotes, with the 
assistance of the heroic controversy3 between M r Wilkes and M r 

9. 'The Duke of Braganza arrived here 
yesterday with a very numerous retinue. 
He avoids going to Rome on account of 
the disagreements between that Court and 
Portugal' (Mann to Halifax 8 Oct., S.P. 
98/68 f. 257). 'Le Duc de Bragance, qui 
fait le tour de l'ltalie, se trouve encore 
ici, et s'occupe a voir ce que cette ville 
offre de plus remarquable' (Mercure his­
torique, Nov. 1763, civ. 48g, sub Florence). 
He was Joao Carlos de Braganca Sousa 
Ligne Tavares Mascarenhas da Silva 
(i7ig-i8o6), Duque de Lafoes, 1761, who 
was in England, where he was elected to 
the Royal Society, 1759. He travelled 
widely, and was a connoisseur of music 
(Grande enciclopedia portuguesa e bra­

sileira, Lisbon, ig35~ , xiv. 543-5; 
Genealog. hist. Nachrichten i76g~7o 3d 
ser. ix. 758; Record of the Royal Society, 

3d edn, 1912, p. 437). 

1. The Newmarket races began 3 Oct., 
those at Stafford 13 Oct. (Daily Adv. 7 
Oct.; London Chronicle 20-2 Oct., xiv. 

392)-

2. 'On a appris en meme temps, que 
l'Empereur de Maroc ... a fait relacher 
un brigantin anglais, nomme la Char-
mante-Nitty, qui, faisant route de St 
Christophe pour le Senegal, avait ete 
enleve au sud de Pile Ste-Marie par un de 
ses corsaires, et conduit a Modogor' (Mer­
cure historique, Nov. 1763, civ. 520). 'Cadiz, 
Oct. 4. A Morocco corsair has taken, off 
St Mary's isle, an English brigantine called 
the Charming Kitty, William Conelly, 
master, and carried her into Modogor. 
She has been released by order of the King 
of Morocco' (London Chronicle 3-5 Nov., 
xiv. 437; a previous notice appeared ibid. 
25-7 Oct., xiv. 401). 
3. Centred on Forbes's spurious letter 

('Account of what passed betwixt Capt. 
Forbes and Mr W . at Paris. Written by 
Capt. Forbes to his father") in the Lon­
don Chronicle 15-17 Sept., xiv. 271-2, 
the errors of which were 'pointed out' 
ibid. 27-9 Sept., 4-6 Oct., xiv. 310-11, 335. 
Wilkes's letter to the Hon. Alexander 
Murray, 'Paris, Hdtel de Saxe, Sept. 7,' 
and an authentication by P. Goy, Wilkes's 


