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Forbes, of which one is heartily sick. But the campaign draws near, 
and will be hot enough. Methinks I wish we had some fresh gen­
erals; I a m rather tired of the old ones, all of w h o m I have seen so 
often both on the offensive, and defensive, that I a m incredibly in­
curious about their manoeuvres. The press for soldiers is so warm, 
that Augustus Hervey could not be spared4 to attend the Duke of 
York, who has sailed some time.5 I shall be very impatient to hear 
of the Duke's arrival at Florence; tell m e the whole history. You will 
be very anxious, but you will acquit yourself perfectly well. Lord 
Hertford set out on his embassy last Thursday;6 and by this time 
I suppose Monsieur de Guerchy? is in London. Most of our Parisian 
English are come back. The newspapers have given the rage of going 
to Paris a good name; they call it the French disease. I shall be a 
little ashamed of having it so late; but I shall next spring.8 Having 
Lord Hertford there will be so agreeable a way of seeing Paris, that 
one cannot resist, especially as I took such pains to see so little of it 
when I was there before. I don't expect to like it much better n o w — 
though having a particular friend minister goes a great way in recon­
ciling one to a country not one's o w n — I don't believe I should 
have been quite so fond of Florence, if I had lived with nothing but 
Florentines. This time I a m determined to ascertain what I have al­
ways doubted of, whether there is any such thing as a lively French­
man; the few I knew, and all those I have seen here, have had no 
more vivacity than a German—you see I do not go prejudiced. 

second (ibid. 27-g Sept., xiv. 310) furnish 
material for several letters 'to the printer' 
(ibid. xiv. passim); see also ante 1 Sept. 
1763, nn. 24-6. 
4. 'Plymouth, Sept. 14. . . . This day 

Commodore Hervey has resigned the com­
mand of the squadron for the Mediter­
ranean to his Royal Highness. W e hear 
Capt. Harrison is to go with the Cen­
turion under his Royal Highness' (Daily 
Adv. 21 Sept.). 'They talk with great con­
fidence . . . that Commodore Hervey . . . 
is kept at home to shine in the Admiralty' 
(Newcastle to Legge 17 Sept., B M Add. 
MSS 32g5i, f. 6g). He gave up his seat for 
Bury in Feb., and was brought in (1 Dec.) 
by Sandwich for Saltash (an Admiralty 
borough) to compensate for the loss of his 
command (information from M r David 
Erskine). 
5. 'Friday 23 [Sept.]. His R.H. the Duke 

of York embarked at Plymouth on board 
the Centurion man of war, in order to sail 
up the Mediterranean' (GM 1763, xxxiii. 

463)-
6. 13 Oct. (ibid, xxxiii. 515). He 'em­

barked at Dover for France' the next day 
(ibid.). 

7. The 'new French ambassador to our 
Court,' who landed at Dover 16 Oct., and 
arrived in London the 18th (ibid.; Daily 
Adv. ig Oct.). He was Claude-Louis-
Francois (1715-67), Comte de Guerchy, 
ambassador to England 1763-7; he pre­
sented his credentials 21 Oct. (La Chenaye-
Desbois xvi. g25; Repertorium der diplo-
matischen Vertreter aller Lander, Vol. II, 
ed. Friedrich Hausmann, Zurich, igso, p. 
111). 
8. H W did not go to France until Sept. 

1765. 


