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merchants to affect to be king-making Earls of Warwick, and where
the chief things they have made are blunders and confusion. It is
amazing that our usurpations have not taught the Indians, union,
discipline, and courage—we are governing nations to which it takes
a year to send our orders.

I am sorry for what you tell me in your letter of the 18th that Lord
B.ro does not please in Russia—for his own particular I am very in-
different, but I have great regard for his aunt Lady Suffolk,?° and
know how much it will hurt her if she hears it. That he should be
pert malapropos, does not surprise me. He would never have been
my choice for such an employment, which ought so little to be
given by favour, and is so seldom given for any other reason; 1S so
seldom given to a Sir Horace Mann. You know it is my opinion, that
the reason of sending so many fools about Europe from all parts
of Europe, is, that such are elected, whose capacities resemble most
the heads of those they are to represent. Adieu! It is time to finish
when I attack the corps diplomatique and the patronanza, though
writing to a minister.

PS. We expect every day to hear of the death of Madame Pompa-
dour.>

Clive in person accepted the nomination

20. Henrietta Hobart, Countess Dow-

in a ‘very handsome speech’ (Daily Adv.
14 March). The motion nominating Clive
(passed without a division) concluded the
debates on the ‘critical situation of the
Company’s affairs at Bengal’ at East India
House 27, 29 Feb. and 1 March. (ibid.
29 Feb., 2, § March). On 12 March he was
sworn as governor and commander-in-
chief of Fort William (HW to Hertford 11
March 1764; A. M. Davies, Clive of Plassey,
1939, pp- 358-61).

18. Joseph-Francois  Dupleix  (1697-
1763), governor of Pondicherry 1741-54,
who had helped to establish Chanda
Sahib as Nawab of the Carnatic in 1749,
and Muzaffar Jang as Subahdar of the
Deccan in 1750-1 (Henry Dodwell, Du-
pleix and Clive, 1920, pp. 31-42, 84, 253;
La Grande encyclopédie, 1886-1goz2).

19. John Hobart, second Earl of Buck-
inghamshire (HW).

ager of Suffolk (HW).

21. Mistress of Louis Quinze King of
France (HW). ‘Paris, March 12. . . . The
Marchioness de Pompadour, being at
Choisy the beginning of this month, found
herself indisposed with a cough, attended
with a slow fever. . . . It was found to be
a sort of defluxion in the breast, accom-
panied with a fever. . . . On the 8th she
was much better; but in the evening of
the 18th, the illness had returned . ..
and an eruption which had appeared, gave
little hopes of her recovery” (London
Chronicle 17-20 March, xv. 26g). Never-
theless she recovered sufficiently to go to
Versailles, where she died, 15 April (E.
and J. de Goncourt, Madame de Pompa-
dour, 1888, pp. 304-16).



