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To MANN, Wednesday 22 June 1768

Strawberry Hill, June 22d 14768.

HAVE this moment received your letter of the 4th and think
one of mine must have miscarried, as I am almost positive that I
did thank you for the print of Tristram Shandy. I have not the list of
my dates here, but in the next I will send you an account of all the
letters I have written to you since Christmas last.r
You will see in all the papers? the sentences passed on Wilkes,
which is severe enough, though not so strong as usual, it not having,
I suppose, been thought prudent to add the pillory, though that
disgrace would have ascertained the rejection of him from the House
of Commons. He does intend to appeal to the House of Lords,+ but
I doubt that is not just the court where he will find the easiest re-
dress. In the meantime his stock is much fallen. His sentence being
rather passive than active, and exhibiting no spectacle, does not
strike the mob with much compassion: they love to be shocked in
order to be melted. The novelty too is over: though great pains
were taken and a thousand handbills dispersed, to summon his
constituents, the crowd was very small at his receiving sentence,
with which he was much struck. Contributions hang off—in short,
the holiday is over. But there was a collateral reason which helped
to put out this flame. The coal-heavers, who by the way are all Irish
Whiteboys, after their battles with the sailors, turned themselves
to general war, robbed in companies, and murdered wherever they
came.s This struck such a panic, that in Wapping nobody dared to

1. If HW sent such a list, it was not
included in the transcription of his let-
ters. He had not mentioned the “Tristram
Shandy’ to Mann.

2. 20 June in the daily papers and
18-21 June in the tri-weekly papers.

3. 18 June. He was given a £500 fine
and ten months’ imprisonment for repub-
lishing the North Briton No. 45, and the
same fine and twelve months’ imprison-
ment for the Essay on Woman; he had to
give security of £1,000 and two sureties of
£500 each for good behaviour for seven
years (Daily Adv. 20 June).

4. After Wilkes was sentenced, 18 June,
his counsel appealed to the court for

‘a writ of error to the House of Lords.’
Mansfield referred it to De Grey, who
granted it (4 Burrow 2574, English Re-
ports, Edinburgh, 1900-g2, xcviii. 3854).
Mansfield delivered two writs of error
to the House of Lords 1 Dec, and they
were argued before the Lords 16 Jan.
1769 (Journals of the House of Lords
xxxii. 187, 222-3; post 14 Jan. 1769g).

5. ‘An  engagement ensued, wherein
several were killed on both sides; 20 of
the desperadoes however have been ap-
prehended and pursuit made after many
more’ (6M 1768, xxxviii. 299, sub 12 June;
see also ante g June 1768, n. 14).



