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venture abroad, and the City began to find no joke in such liberty. 
They cried out for the guards,6 were transported to see them, and 
encouraged them to seize or kill the coal-heavers, for aldermen love 
the military, when their neighbour Alderman UcalegonV house 
is set on fire. This dangerous riot is quelled, and I hear several of 
these banditti8 are to be tried and hanged immediately. You may be 

easy; I think we shall have no more tumults. 
I a m quite ignorant what is to be done about Corsica; it looks 

rather as if we should take no part—but I live here out of all politics, 
and a m content if there is no war between m y neighbours the two 
Kings of Brentford.0 If the monarchs round about you expel the 
Pope, I hope they will not send him hither, as they have done the 
Jesuits, for wise as Europe thinks us, there is no folly of which 
Europe purges itself, which we are not ready to receive. 

I have written to you so often lately, that you must excuse a short 
letter, which is but the epilogue to all I have been telling you before. 
As riots, events, revolutions, compose the gross of our correspond­
ence, 'tis happy when we have little to say. The world would be more 
dull if it furnished no matter for history, but its felicity would be 
2;reater too. Adieu! 

From M A N N , Saturday 2 July 1768 

Florence, July 2, 1768. 

M y dear Sir, 
A S I love peace and quietness, and that I must suppose that the 

L method of attaining that happiness can be better judged of by 
those who are actors in the scene than by spectators at a distance, I 
depose m y wrath, too, and must approve of the plan which by your 

6. 'Sunday morning [12 June] a great 
number of coal-heavers behaving in a 
very riotous manner in Wapping, a party 
of the Guards was sent for, when a dread­
ful fray happened . . . after which a 
fresh detachment of soldiers was ordered, 
who kept the peace all night' (Daily Adv. 
14 June). 
7. lam proximus ardet Ucalegon (HW). 

'Now Ucalegon's burns next' (Virgil, 
/Eneid ii. 311-12). 
8. John Grainger, Thomas Kearne, 

Thomas Davis, and Hugh Henley were 
arraigned 13 June before the justices 
at Bow Street 'on suspicion of being 
concerned in the wilful murder of John 
Beartie at Wapping . . . [Sunday 12 
June], and were committed to Newgate' 
(Daily Adv. 14 June). 
9. The King and Wilkes (HW). The 

allusion is to the Duke of Buckingham's 
Rehearsal Act V, Scene I (ante ii. 33, 
n. 10). 


