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To MANN, Tuesday 31 January 1769 

Arlington Street, Jan. 31, 1769. 

T H E affair of Wilkes is rather undecided yet, than in suspense. 
It has been a fair trial between faction and corruption; of two 

such common whores, the richest will carry it. 
The Court of Aldermen set aside the election of Wilkes on some 

informality, but he was immediately rechosen. This happened on 
Friday last, the very day of his appearance at the House of Com­
mons.1 H e went thither without the least disturbance or mob, having 
dispersed his orders accordingly, which are obeyed implicitly. H e did 
not, however, appear at the bar till ten at night, the day being 
wasted in debating whether he2 should be suffered to enter on his 
case at large, or be restrained to his two chief complaints. The latter 
was carried by 270 to 131,3 a majority that he will not easily reduce. 
H e was then called in, looked ill, but behaved decently, and de­
manded to take the oaths and his seat. This affair, after a short de­
bate, was refused; and his counsel being told the restrictions im­
posed, the House adjourned at midnight. Today he goes again to 
the House, but whatever steps he takes there, or however long de­
bates he may occasion,* you may look upon his fate as decided in 
that place. 
W e are in hourly expectation of hearing that a nymphs more 

common still than the two I have mentioned, has occasioned what 
Wilkes has failed in now, a change in an administration;6 I mean 

1. See Mem. Geo. Ill iii. 211-12; H W 
gives additional details in his M S Journal 
of the Most Remarkable Events of . . . 
1769, pp. 3-4, sub 27 Jan. 

2. Not Wilkes, but 'the counsel for Mr 
Wilkes' (Journals of the House of Com­
mons xxxii. 156, sub 27 Jan.). 
3. 278 to 131 (ibid.). 
4. After Sandwich's and March's testi­

mony, 'it being past one of the clock on 
Wednesday morning,' a motion for ad­
journment was made, but it was defeated 
(ibid, xxxii. 170). 
5. M m e du Deffand, writing 14 Jan. to 

H W , calls M m e du Barry 'une nymphe 
tiree des plus fameux monasteres de 
Cythere et de Paphos' (DU D E F F A N D ii. 

186). 
6. 'Madame Barre's presentation has oc­

casioned the more speculation, as it is 
imagined that great alterations may hap­
pen in consequence of it. Monsieur de 
Castries, the Duke d'Aiguillon, and Mar­
shal de Broglio are mentioned as persons 
likely to be employed in the management 
of public affairs. The Duke d'Aiguillon 
and Monsieur de Castries are known to 
be the Duke de Choiseul's enemies, and 
Marshal de Broglio is far from being con­
sidered as his friend ... a change of 
ministry . . . must necessarily be at­
tended with great alterations in the poli­
tical system, and as the nation in general 
has expressed the utmost aversion to the 
Corsican War, a new ministry will scarce 
persevere in so unpopular a measure' 
(Harcourt to Weymouth 2 Feb., 'secret,' 
S.P. 78/277 ff. 106-7). 


