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the Comtesse du Barry. The grands habits are made, and nothing 
wanting for her presentation,7 but—what do you think? Some 
w o m a n of quality to present her.8 In that servile Court and country, 
the nobility have had spirit enough to decline paying their court, 
though the King has stooped a des bassesses to obtain it. The Duc de 
Choiseul will be the victim; and they pretend to say, has declared 
that he will resign a l'anglaise, rather than be chasse^ by such a crea­
ture. His indiscretion is astonishing: he has said at his own table, and 
she has been told so, 'Madame du Barry est tres mai informee; on ne 
parle pas des catins chez moi.' Catin diverts herself and King Solo­
m o n the wise with tossing oranges into the air after supper, and 
crying, 'Saute, Choiseul! Saute, Praslin!' A n d then Solomon laughs 
heartily. Sometimes she flings powder in his sage face and calls him, 
Jean Farine!10—Well! W e are not the foolishest nation in Europe 
yet! It is supposed that the Duc d'Aiguillon will be the successor. 
Voltaire has just published a Siecle de Louis Quinze;11 it were pity 
but he should continue this book of kings. 

I a m going to send away this letter, because you will be impatient, 
and the House will not rise probably till long after the post is gone 
out. I did not think last May that you would hear this February, 

7. 'It was generally thought that Mad­
ame Barre was to be presented last night. 
Monsieur de Choiseul's best friends were 
of that opinion, more especially as the 
intended presentation had been already 
notified to Madame Adelaide. The Duke 
de Vauguyon . . . was prevailed upon by 
the Duke de Richelieu ... to make her 
acquainted with the King's intentions. 
When he broke the affair to her, she 
asked him if he came to her by the King 
her father's orders. On being told that 
the Duke de Richelieu had desired him 
to mention it to her, she ordered him im­
mediately to withdraw from her presence. 
... I am just informed . . . that Mad­
ame Adelaide had wrote a letter to the 
King, which had made some impression 
upon his Majesty's mind, from which 
Monsieur Choiseul's friends conceived 
great hopes that the affair may be re­

tarded' (ibid. ff. 106-7). 
8. The Comtesse de Beam presented 

her, 22 April (Gazette de France 26 April, 
cited by E. and J. de Goncourt, La Du 

Barry, [1932], i. 43, n. 2). 

9. He did not resign, but was disgraced, 
24 Dec. 1770 (DU D E F F A N D ii. 497). 

10. These anecdotes are not in M m e du 
Deffand's very discreet letters but came 
from the French ambassador and his wife, 
the D u Chatelets. 'In England I was 
intimate with the Comte and Comtesse 
du Chatelet, the bosom friends of the 
Duc de Choiseul, and was regularly of 
their private suppers twice a week, just 
at the beginning of Madame du Barry's 
reign; and ... it was an entertainment 
to them to talk to me on those affairs' 
(Mem. Geo. Ill iv. 13, n. 1). HW's letter 
of 5 Feb. to M m e du Deffand describes 
a conversation with M m e du Chatelet 
about M m e du Barry (DU D E F F A N D ii. 

194)-
11. Voltaire's Precis du siecle de Louis 

XV first appeared at Geneva in 1768 as 
a sequel to his Siecle de Louis XIV (4 
vols), and (with additions) as a separate 
publication in 2 vols at Geneva in 1769 
(Georges Bengesco, Voltaire. Bibliogra­
phic de ses oeuvres, 1882-90, i. 352-3, 
363-6). 


