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Strawberry Hill, June 14, 1769. 

IT H A N K you for the history of the Pope and his genealogy, or 

rather for what is to be his genealogy, for I suppose all those tailors 
and coachmen, his relations, will now found noble families. They 
may enrich their blood with the remaining spoils of the Jesuits, un­
less, which would not surprise me, his new Holiness should now 
veer about, and endeavour to save the order; for I think the Church 
full as likely to fall by sacrificing its janizaries, as by any attacks 
that can be made upon it. 

Deme unum, deme etiam unum.1 

If I care little about your Roman politics, I am not so indifferent 
about your Corsican. Poor brave Paoli!—but he is not disgraced! 
W e that have sat still and seen him overwhelmed, must answer it to 
history. Nay, the Mediterranean will taunt us in the very next war. 
Choiseul triumphs over us and Madame du Barry: her star seems 
to have lost its influence. I do not know what another lady2 will say 
to Choiseul on the late behaviour of his friend the ambassador3 here. 
As the adventure will make a chapter in the new edition of Wique-
fort,4 and consequently will strike you, I will give you the detail. At 
the balls on the King's birthday Count Czernichew was sitting in the 
box of the foreign ministers next to Count Seilern, the imperial am­
bassador. The latter, who is as fierce as the spread eagle itself, and as 
stiff as the chin of all the Ferdinands, was, according to his custom, 
as near to Jupiter as was possible. Monsieur du Chatelet and 
the Prince de Masserano came in. Chatelet sidled up to the 
two former, spoke to them and passed behind them, but on a 
sudden lifted up his leg and thrust himself in between the two im­
perials. The Russian astonished and provoked, endeavoured to push 
him away, and a jostle began that discomposed the faces and curls 
of both; and the Russian even dropped the word impertinent. 

1. 'Take away one, take away another author of L'Ambassadeur et ses fonctions, 
one,' a paraphrase of Horace, Epistola II. first published 1681 (A. J. van der Aa, 
i. 46 (ante ii. 237). Biographisch Woordenboek der Neder-
2. The Czarina (HW). landen, Harlem, 1852-78, xii. 56-7; Li-
3. Du Chatelet. brary of Congress Cat.). 
4. Abraham van Wicquefort (1598-1682), 5. 5 June at St James's. 


