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Czernichew, however, quitted the spot of battle, and the Prince de 
Masserano, in support of the family compact, hobbled into the place 
belowr Chatelet. As the two champions retired, more words at the 
door. However, the Russian's coach being first, he astonished every­
body by proposing to set Monsieur du Chatelet down at his own 
house. In the coach, it is said, the Frenchman protested he had 
meant nothing personal either to Count Czernichew or to the Rus­

sian minister, but having received orders from his Court to take 
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place on all occasions next to the imperial ambassador, he had but 
done his duty. Next morning he visited Czernichew, and they are 
personally reconciled. It was, however, feared that the dispute would 
be renewed, for at the King's next levee,6 both were at the door 
ready to push in? when it should be opened; but the Russian kept 
behind, and at the bottom of the room, without mixing with the 
rest of the foreign ministers. The King, who was much offended at 
what had passed, called Count Czernichew into the middle of the 
room, and talked to him for a very considerable time. Since then, 
the Lord Chamberlain8 has been ordered to notify to all the foreign 
ministers0 that the King looks on the ball at Court as a private ball, 
and declares, to prevent such disagreeable altercations for the future, 
that there is no precedence there. This declaration is ridiculed, be­
cause the ball at Court is almost the only ceremony observed there, 
and certainly the most formal, the Princes of the Blood dancing first, 
and everybody else being taken out according to their rank—yet the 
King, being the fountain of all rank, may certainly declare what he 

6. Tuesday 6 June ('Precis de ce qui 
s'est passe a Londres entre l'ambassadeur 
du Roi et celui de Russie touchant la 
preseance,' copy sent to Sabatier 9 July, 
Sbornik imperatorskago russkago istoriche-
skago obshchestva, 1913, cxli. 576). 

7. According to the official French ver­
sion, Chernyshev, on ascertaining D u 
Chatelet's intention of going to the levee 
at the usual time, told him 'qu'il n'avait 
nulle envie de donner encore un spectacle 
au public, et qu'il tacherait d'arriver plus 
tard'; the report states that Du Chatelet 
'et l'ambassadeur d'Espagne se sont trou­
ves au lever, et M. de Tchernichev est 
arrive apres eux. II les a laisses passer les 
premiers et s'est alle placer lui-meme, 
\is-a-vis d'eux, dans la foule des courtisans' 

(ibid.). 

8. Lord Hertford. 
9. In a circular, giving a full account 

of the 'disagreeable affair which passed at 
the ball on Monday the 5th instfant],' 
dated 'St James's, June 15th 1769' (Mann's 
copy is in S.P. 98/74 ff. 3-4), accompanied 
by an enclosure: 'The Earl of Hertford, 
lord chamberlain of his Majesty's House­
hold, has received his Majesty's commands 
to communicate to all the ministers of 
foreign powers residing at his Court, that 
the balls at St James's have ever been 
considered by the King as private balls 
where no precedence was to be observed; 
his Majesty conceives that a want of in­
formation on this head may have given 
rise to unpleasant altercations which this 
note must effectually prevent for the 
future' (ibid. f. 5). 
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