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hundred to thirty-six. Old Myra7 in her farthingale will probably
not expose herself again to neglect this session.

The other House sat till one in the morning,? where the Court
also triumphed, though Lord Granby and the Solicitor-General
Dunning? deserted to the minority; yet the latter were but 738 to
254. Thus ends the mighty bluster of petitions, which notwithstand-
ing all the noise and labour bestowed on them have not yet been
presented from above nine or ten counties of the fifty-two.? They
would come limping now to very little purpose. The most serious
part is the defection of Lord Granby, for though he has sunk his
character by so many changes, a schism in the army would be very
unpleasant, especially as there are men bad enough to look towards
rougher divisions than parliamentary. I hope the ministers will have
sense and temper enough to stop the progress of this wound. I shall
not think them very wise if they dismiss the Chancellor.™ Such union
in the whole legislature will reduce the present factions to insignifi-
cance, if not attended by presumption and excess of confidence. The
clouds that hung over us are certainly dispelled by the success of
yesterday—but as folly assembled them, it may assemble them again.
Yet when I say clouds are dispersed, you will understand that I mean
only those vapours drawn up into petitions. Where so many caul-
drons full of passions are boiling, they are not extinguished by one
wet sheet of votes.

7. Here old Myra and her measure
Hiding impy in her hoop
(appendix to ‘The Toast,” William
King, Opera, [?1760], p. 211).
HW, who had characterized Chatham (see
above) as ‘an old beauty in an unfashion-
able dress’ is giving him the nickname of
‘Myra’ in allusion to Lady Newburgh, a
former beauty, celebrated in her youth
by Lord Lansdown in his poems, and sat-
irized in her old age by King in ‘The
Toast’ (she is called ‘Myra” by HW to
Lady Ossory, go July 1774). HW had a
copy of Kneller’s portrait of her (‘Des. of
SH, Works ii. 430).

8. ‘Till half an hour past one’ (Daily
Adv. 11 Jan). HW summarizes the de-
bate in Mem. Geo. III iv, 25. The speeches
given in Cobbett, op. cit. xvi. 667-04,
from London Magazine 1770, XXXiX. g2-7,
and oM 17570, xl. 51-6, 99-103, must also
be second-hand reports in view of the
strict enforcement of the standing order

of the House of Commons for the ex-
clusion of strangers from the gallery of
the House (cf. Sir Henry Cavendish’s
Debates of the House of Commons, ed.
Wright, 1841, i. p. iii).

9. John Dunning (1731-83), cr. (1%782)
Bn Ashburton; M.P. Calne 1768-82; solic-
itor-general 1768-40.

10. In England and Wales. The Devon-
shire, Derbyshire, Gloucestershire, Wilt-
shire, and Herefordshire petitions ‘were
presented to his Majesty at St James’s’ on
10 Jan. (Daily Adv. 11 Jan.).

11. ‘Lord Granby, swayed by Calcraft,
and leaning to Lord Chatham, who had
made him commander-in-chief (though
in truth he had owed something to every
administration and had paid them all
with equal ingratitude) renounced his
vote of last year on the Middlesex elec-
tion, and voted with the Opposition’
(HW's MS Journal ... [1770], P. 382)-

12, They did so (post 18 Jan. 1770).



