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munication of Parma.11 The Spanish and Neapolitan ministers12 

interposed, and pronounced the declaration an infringement of the 
family compact—the arret of 1762 has been confirmed^ to satisfy 
them, and the Pope's authority and everything that comes from 
Rome, except what regards the penitential,1* (I do not know what 
that means) restrained. This is supported by d'Aiguillon and all the 
other ministers, who are labouring the reconciliation of the Princes 
of the Blood, that the Chancellor may not have the honour of recon­
ciling them. Perhaps the Princess of Stolberg sprung out of Sister 
Louise's cell. The King has demanded twelve millions1^ of the 
clergy; they consent to give ten. W e shall see whether Madame 
Louise on her knees, or Madame du Barry on her back, will fight 
the better fight. I should think the King's knees were more of an age 
for praying, than—fighting. 

The House of Commons is embarked16 on the ocean of Indian 
affairs, and will probably make a long session. I went thither the 
other dayx7 to hear Charles Fox/8 contrary to a resolution I had 

11. The arret sought to forbid the 
publication of the brief 'Alias ad apos-
tolatus' of 30 Jan. 1768 (ante vi. 582, n. 
4), and 'fait inhibition et defense a 
tous archeveques, eveques, officiaux et 
autres . . . de recevoir, faire lire, publier 
et imprimer . . . aucunes bulles, brefs 
. . . de Rome . . . sans avoir ete pres-
entes en la Cour vus et visites par icelle' 
(Gazette de Leyde, loc. cit.). 

12. Fuentes and Caracciolo. 'Comme la 
revision au Parlement des bulles et brefs 
de la Cour de Rome, ordonnee par l'arret 
de (l'ancien) Parlement du 26 fevrier 1768, 
avait ete en quelque facon concertee 
avec les cours de Madrid et de Naples, a 
1'occasion du bref de Clement XIII contre 
le Duc de Parme, on pretend que la 
surseance de l'execution de cet arret, 
ordonne par les lettres patentes, en-
registrees le 22 Janvier . . . occasionne 
quelques difficultes; et que les ministres 
de ces deux puissances ont eu ces jours-ci 
a ce sujet une conference avec M. le Duc 
d'Aiguillon' (ibid. 14 Feb.). 

13. By the declaration of 8 March. 
14. 'A l'exception n£anmoins des brefs 

de penitencerie pour le for interieur 
seulement' (Mercure historique, 1772, 
clxxii. 409). That is, briefs regulating the 
confessional for cases of conscience. 

15. About £600,000. 'Les ordres du Roi 

sont donnes pour le convocation en cette 
ville d'une assemblee extraordinaire du 
clerge, afin que cette ordre contribue de 
sa part aux impositions extraordinaires, 
que les besoins de l'£tat exigent. On lui 
demandera, dit-on, onze millions, dont 
dix pour le tresor public, et un destine 
aux frais necessaires' (ibid, clxxii. 407; 
Gazette de Leyde 20 March, sub Paris, 
13 March). 

16. 30 March, on the East India Judi­
cature Bill, brought in by Laurence Suli­
van, deputy chairman of the East India 
Company and enemy to Lord Clive (ante 
vi. 497, n. 2; ante 12 Feb. 1772, n. 13). 
Clive's speech 'on the present state of 
East India affairs' and Governor George 
Johnstone's answer (both 30 March) were 
reported at length in the London Chron­
icle 2-14 April, xxxi. passim in five 
instalments (full text, "printed from their 
own corrected copies,' in Debrett's His­
tory, Debates, and Proceedings of Both 
Houses of Parliament, 1792, vi. 195-242). 

17. 7 April, described by H W in his 
Last Journals i. 80-4. 

18. In the debate on Fox's motion to 
amend the Clandestine Marriages Act, 
26 Geo. II, c. 33 (ante vi. 294, n. 7; 
Journals of the House of Commons, 
xxxiii. 671). 


