
4 0 0 T o M A N N 9 A P R I L 1772 

made of never setting my foot there again. It is strange how disuse 
makes one awkward; I felt a palpitation, as if I was going to speak 

there myself. The object answered: Fox's abilities are amazing at so 
very early a period/9 especially under the circumstances of such a 
dissolute life. H e was just arrived from Newmarket, had sat up 
drinking all night and had not been in bed.20 H o w such talents make 

one laugh at Tully's rules for an orator/1 and his indefatigable ap­
plication. His laboured orations are puerile in comparison of this 
boy's manly reason.22 W e beat R o m e in eloquence and extravagance; 
and Spain in avarice and cruelty: and like both, we shall only serve 
to terrify schoolboys, and for lessons of morality! 'Here stood St 
Stephen's Chapel; here young Cataline spoke; here was Lord Clive's 
diamond house/3 this is Leadenhall Street, and this broken column 
was part of the palace of a company of merchants who were sover­
eigns of Bengal! They starved millions in India by monopolies and 
plunder, and almost raised a famine at home by the luxury occa­
sioned by their opulence, and by that opulence raising the prices of 
everything, till the poor could not purchase bread!' Conquest, usur­
pation, wealth, luxury, famine—one knows how little farther the 
genealogy has to go! If you like it better in Scripture phrase, here it 
is: Lord Chatham begot the East India Company; the East India 
Company begot Lord Clive; Lord Clive begot the Maccaronies, and 
they begot poverty—and all the race are still living; just as Clodius 
was born before the death of Julius Caesar. There is nothing more 
like than two ages that are very like; which is all that Rousseau 
means by saying, 'give him an account of any great metropolis, and 
he will foretell its fate.'2* Adieu! 

19. Charles Fox was 23. 
20. 'He was that very morning returned 

from Newmarket, where he had lost 
some thousand pounds the preceding day. 
He had stopped at Hockerel, where he 
found company, had sat up drinking all 
night, and had not been in bed when 
he came to move his bill, which he had 
not even drawn up' (Last Journals i. 

81-2). 
21. Cicero's De oratore, De oratorice 

partitiones, and De Optimo genere ora-
torum. 

22. 'The Hon. Charles Fox never 
showed himself to such advantage as on 
Tuesday last [7 April] on his motion for 
the repeal of the Marriage Act. He 

brought his reasons so home to the 
bosoms of his auditors, and so clearly 
evinced the barbarity of the present act, 
that no less than twenty-three avowedly 
intended opposers of his motion ab­
solutely voted in support of it' (London 
Chronicle 9-11 April, xxxi. 350). 

23. 'It is said that as a proof of the 
flourishing state of a certain Com­
pany, £500,000 have lately found their 
way from Leadenhall Street to a certain 
old house in Westminster' (Morning 
Chronicle 21 April 1772). 

24. See post 24 Nov. 1774 where H W 
makes a similar allusion. Both are un­
traced. 


