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The Prince of Conde has made his peace.18 The Duke of Orleans 
is supposed to have a hankering the same way, but is retained by his 
son.x9 T h e Chancellor20 and d'Aiguillon are sworn foes; the mistress 

omnipotent. Some truth there was, I am assured by a person21 just 
returned from France, in the Prince of Conti's story.22 M . de 
Sartine/3 Lieutenant de Police, went with his officers to the Temple 
to search for libels: the Prince immediately stripped stark, and 
showed he had not a rag of paper about him. H e told M . de 
Sartine, that knowing him for a man of honour, he would dispense 
with his stripping; he believed the other gentlemen were also m e n 
of honour, but not being acquainted with them, and having heard 
of officers of justice, who, being sent to houses of obnoxious persons 
to search for libels, had contrived to find libels which they had 
brought with them on purpose, he insisted on their stripping to the 
skin likewise; and when they had done so, he bade them go and 
search wherever they pleased— For m y part, I did not expect so 
much cleverness from his Highness. Adieu! m y dear Signor Dona­
tello! It is a title I a m sure you have purchased dearly. I shall grow 
afraid of Danaos et Dona ferentes; and the more you give me, the 
less I will be 

Yours ever. 
"The Duchess of Gloucester is happily ad­
vanced to the fourth month of her preg­
nancy. NB. Her child will indeed be a 
Briton." I do not know how such a para­
graph could be put in by you, but I 
should think it might be of some use, at 
least it would vex the King, Lord Hert­
ford, and the Bedfords, who are all (I 
mean the Bedfords) properly great upon 
the subject and never name me' (MS now 
WSL). 

18. A letter of 5 Dec. from him and his 
son (the Duc de Bourbon) to Louis X V 
had been enclosed by M m e du Deffand 
in her letter to H W of 19-20 Dec. (DU 
D E F F A N D iii. 2gg, 303). An explanatory 
letter by Conde is ibid. iii. 301-2. 

ig. The Duc de Chartres. 
20. Maupeou. 
21. Not identified. 
22. 'The Prince de Conti having been 

suspected by the Court to have favoured 
several seditious papers lately published 
against the ministry, and to have caused 
them to be privately printed at a press 
he had erected in the verge of the Tem­

ple . . . ; the Chancellor Maupeau ob­
tained a letter de cachet which he caused 
to be issued Oct. the 23d. In consequence 
of this arret, the palace of the Prince was 
environed at midnight by the mousque­
taires and other guards. The first secured 
the manuscripts and printed papers; these 
were instantly deposited in the hands of 
Monsieur de Sartine. . . . One of the 
Prince's postilions found means to escape, 
and make the best of his way to l'Isle 
d'Adam . . . and acquainted him with 
what was transacting at his palace. The 
Prince . . . immediately set off for Paris, 
but his Highness found his person no 
more sacred than his house, his papers, 
or his secrets. The minister Maupeau 
secured the Prince also; and the great and 
noble asserter and protector of the liber­
ties of his country has been immured like 
a common felon' (Daily Adv. 7 Nov.). 

23. Antoine-Raimond-Jean-Gualbert-Ga-
briel de Sartine (1729-1801), Comte d'Alby; 
lieutenant-general of police 1759-74; min 
ister of marine 1774-80 (NBG). 


